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A Message from pastor betty
“Whatever things are lovely, whatever things are true,
whatever things are of good report, if there be any virtue,
if there be any praise, think on these things.”
~Philippians 4:8~

Dear Hillsboro,
I believe we have reason to hope. Reason to hope we’ll be together in worship again soon. Reason to hope this pandemic is coming near the end of its
course. Reason to hope for the blessings of spring and of fellowship and of
discovering what our new normal is - which is why, in this time before the
dawn, it is so important to guard our thoughts.
Paul wrote to the congregation in Philippi reminding them how to be followers of Christ in their time and season. The instructions hold true for us today.
Know you are covered in prayer, be followers of Jesus Christ, and take every
thought captive. Is it true? Noble? Of Good report? Virtuous? Praiseworthy?
Pretty high standards, right? But they’re our standards.
We celebrate Valentine’s Day this month and remember St. Valentine, who
stood against the powers of oppression of his day and chose love over oppression - because love is true and noble and of good report. We will be assembling a post of videos and pictures to share with the congregation on
Valentine’s, so please send your pictures or clips to myself or Rachel. We
want to share our reasons to love and hope with each other to bear witness
to the beauty that illuminates winter darkness and pandemic fatigue.
In our worship services we’ll continue through the writings attributed to Moses and learn to recognize God’s consistent grace throughout our broken
spaces. God calls us to a place of full redemption where our lives and our
very thoughts are aligned with the kingdom of God. I pray this month—and
always as we hope, as we celebrate, and as we mourn our difficult spaces—
that our thoughts will align with those things that are true, noble, and of
good report. People of God, I praise God for you and for the hope that you
spread to the world.
May God’s love shine in you this month and always.
Pastor Betty
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5313 Old State Hwy 96
Franklin, TN 37064
(615) 595-0155

Senior Pastor
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Would You Like to Talk
with Pastor Betty or
Request Prayer?
Prayer can make such a difference, and we all need special
prayer at times in our lives. If
you would like to talk with Pastor Betty or request prayer for
yourself or for someone you
know, please call, text, or email.
Office 615/595-0155
Cell 615/428-3053

pastor@hillsboroumc.com
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Worship Team for Live
Streaming Services
Rev. Betty L. Proctor,
Pastor
Kevin Keenan, Director,
Children and Youth Ministries—Guitar, Vocals
Chris Davis, Piano, Vocals
Lori and Millie Grasso,
Vocals

We have two weekly opportunities for you to fellowship and worship with our church family.
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
The Sunday Worship Service is streamed live every Sunday at 11:00 a.m. On some Sundays, we will
meet in person (masks and social distancing required) in and around the Pavilion. Look for an email
from Pastor Betty with more information. All services are live streamed.
MONDAY BIBLE STUDY (ZOOM)
Monday mornings at 9:30 a.m., join us for the “Cooperating with God” Zoom Bible Study based on
The Upper Room. Pastor Betty will send an email with the Zoom invitation and information for you
to join the meeting. The January/February issue is on the side porch of the church.
The Sunday Worship Service can be found at the following links:

K.C. Martin, Vocals,
Saxophone, Keyboards

http://hillsboroumc.com/

Allan Waugh, Technician

https://www.facebook.com/LFHUMC/

Gus Laux, Technician

or

Chris Coburn, Percussion

https://hillsboro-umc.freeonlinechurch.com/

or

Mackenzie Proctor-Bjorgo,
Tech Assistant

Do You Have Room for Jesus?
Even though we have moved into the digital age, I continue to use a paper planner. I like being able to write thoughts, ideas, and make plans while turning
pages. Each little block on a calendar represents
24 hours. As we write and plan on each block, do
we make room for Jesus?
We see in Luke 2:7 there was no room for Jesus in
the inn. We know Joseph and Mary were taking
refuge from Herod. We know many people were
in Bethlehem due to the census, which limited
lodging. Micah 5:2 tells us where Jesus would be
born. Had the inn keeper known Jesus needed a
room, how would he have reacted?
What about us? We have access to Jesus through
Scripture, and we have the Lord’s church in most
communities of any size in our country. John
16:33 tells us Jesus has overcome the world. Jesus is seeking room in our life.
Are we making room for Jesus in 2021?
The world struggles to have room for Christ. Do we?
~Allen Jones~
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READING THE BIBLE IN A YEAR
In 2021, we are reading through the Bible together. Each month we will print the month’s readings in this newsletter, and Pastor Betty will
email it to each person who would like to receive
it. You will be able to read it for yourself or listen
to Pastor Betty read it.
Here are the readings for February:
Monday, February 1—Exodus 7—9
Tuesday, February 2—Exodus 10—12
Wednesday, February 3—Exodus 13—15
Thursday, February 4—Exodus 16—18
Friday, February 5—Exodus 19—21
Saturday, February 6—Exodus 22—24
Sunday, February 7—Exodus 25—27
Monday, February 8—Exodus 28—29
Tuesday, February 9—Exodus 30—32
Wednesday, February 10—Exodus 33—35
Thursday, February 11—Exodus 36—38
Friday, February 12—Exodus 39—40
Saturday, February 13—Leviticus 1—4
Sunday, February 14—Leviticus 5—7
Monday, February 15—Leviticus 8—10
Tuesday, February 16—Leviticus 11—13
Wednesday, February 17—Leviticus 14—15
Thursday, February 18—Leviticus 16—18
Friday, February 19—Levitius 19—21
Saturday, February 20—Leviticus 22—23
Sunday, February 21—Leviticus 24—25
Monday, February 22—Leviticus 26—27
Tuesday, February 23—Numbers 1—2
Wednesday, February 24—Numbers 3—4
Thursday, February 25—Numbers 5—6
Friday, February 26—Numbers 7
Saturday, February 27—Numbers 8—10
Sunday, February 28 — Numbers 11—13

For those who like to stay ahead, here are the readings for the first
week in March:
Monday, March 1—Numbers 14—15, Psalm 90
Tuesday, March 2—Numbers 16—17
Wednesday, March 3—Numbers 18—20
Thursday, March 4—Numbers 21—22
Friday, March 5—Numbers 23—25
Saturday, March 6—Numbers 26—27
Sunday, March 7—Numbers 28—30
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Ways to Give to Our
Church
The church has continued
to serve both our members and the community
during the past year of
isolation and social distancing. Now that we are
well into 2021, please do
what you can in order to
keep our church’s programs and missions
strong:
Online: Go to http://
hillsboroumc.com/give,
and then follow the directions.
Mail: You can mail a check
to:
Hillsboro UMC
5313 Old Hwy 96
Franklin, TN
37064
Text: 833-972-0540. Then
type GIVE and the
Amount. The toll free
number is only for HUMC.
The first time you will get
a link to sign up. After
that, just text “give” and
the amount you want to
give.

From the Children and Youth Minister
Happy February HUMC!
The Praying Men of
Leiper’s Fork meet each
Friday morning at 6:45
a.m. for fellowship.
Then, from 7:00—8:00
a.m., they have prayer
and discussion. All men
in the church and community are welcome to
be a part of this men’s
group.

I don’t always know exactly what to write for our church’s newsletter but I
think a testimony or story about what God is doing in someone’s life is always a
very encouraging thing. So I’m going to tell you about how God is currently
blessing me!
This month is bound to be a very exciting one for me to be sure. My roommates
and I just moved to a double-wide trailer home situated on 22 acres of land
near Spring Hill. Twenty two! And we have the freedom to do anything we
want on the land – plant a garden, raise chickens, hunt and fish, create a trail
system, etc. The possibilities are endless! Needless to say we are all very excited about it.
Now let me rewind to early December 2020. At that time I was pretty stressed
out because our current lease was quickly coming to an end and I had no clue
where I was going to live. We all felt like we’d outgrown our apartment and the
price was going to increase so we declined to re-sign. I then searched high and
low to find a new place to live and though there were a few decent options,
they were still just a little out of budget and just didn't feel like quite the right
fit. I was beginning to think I might need to steal the Church Van and live in
that! (which would actually be pretty rad!)
Then one day I was out on our porch praying. I was admitting to God that I was
stressed out and had no clue what my next move was. I sincerely asked for His
guidance and placed myself within His will and His plan and let go of trying to
make it happen on my own. I got up from that prayer feeling renewed, hopeful,
and at peace.

CHILDREN AND
YOUTH WEEKLY
OPPORTUNITIES
Sundays: Senior Youth
(grades 6-12)
6:00—8:00 p.m.
(no meal)

Wednesdays: Junior Youth
(Pre-K—6th grade)
6:00—7:30 p.m. (no meal)

Ten minutes later my roommates came home and said they had some exciting
news. They told me that they’d found a very affordable little house on a whopping 22 acres of land and asked if I was interested. Besides being interested, I
knew I had just prayed directly about this very thing! So, without a second
thought, I said “Yes. Absolutely. I’m in. Let’s do this!” We immediately contacted the Landlord, and a short time later the place was officially ours.
God is always faithful. Jesus taught us that God knows even about the birds of
the air and provides for their needs, and that we are much more valuable to
Him than birds. Life is crazy and sometimes stressful, but our God is good and
very able to take care of us. Keep seeking, keep praying.

By the way, anyone wanna teach me how to raise chickens??
Kevin Keenan
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HUMC Financial report
HUMC was tremendously “blessed to be a blessing” in 2020 with the faithfulness of
our members in helping to meet not only the needs of our church during the pandemic, but also the needs of families, both local and in Jellico. As our Administrative Assistant, Gladys Johnson, wrote, “There was not a single time you all didn’t step up for
the needs of our ministries.”
Financially, our balance on 12/31/2019 was $201,317.32. On 12/31/2020, it was
$187,177.97. All our bills were paid, and we had prepaid insurance of about $3,000.00
for 2021. Our collections and/or deposits for 2020 included the PPE Funds of
$22,711.07 (forgivable loan from the government). Also, we did not have our Fall
Festival in 2020, which brought in $11887.12 in 2019. At the end of 2019, we had
reserves of $70,000.00 held for the completion of the Pavilion, and that reserve at the
end of 2020 was $66,195.00. Jennifer Fox has recently applied for the PPE funds for
2021, and they have been approved. We should be receiving an amount equal to that
received in 2020. That should leave us in much the same position as 2020 if our collections match those of last year! Under the circumstances, I feel that 2020 has been a
remarkable year filled with hope and love by our members. Thank each of you for
your support and love.
~Lucy Gibson, Finance Committee Chair~

REMEMBER THESE HUMC MEMBERS
AND FRIENDS
We have been praying for the continual care and well-being of these
members and friends of Hillsboro
UMC. While they aren’t in an emergency situation, they still need our
prayers.
Most of them are not able to get out
as much as they once did, and the
pandemic has further hampered
their activity. Please pray for these
folks, give them a call, or drop them
a note to let them know how much
they mean to you. Most of them are
in the church’s directory app.

If you have anyone to add to the list,
please let Pastor Betty know. We will
be adding these to the newsletter
each month:

Bible Memory
Verses for
February 2021

February’s memory verses
come from the daily Bible
readings for this month
(see page 3). Can you commit these verses to
memory? Cutouts of these
verses are on page 9.
The Lord will fight for you;
you need only to be still.
~Exodus 14:14~



Carolyn Gernentz (Kris
Gernentz’ mother)

The Lord replied, “My
Presence will go with you,
and I will give you rest.”



John and Lucy Gibson

~Exodus 33:14~



Betty Glenn (cards please,
hearing issue)



Greta Givens (new # 615427-9394)



Barbara Holt



Monta and Jay Jones



Martha Killebrew



Wilda Moss



Phyllis Normandin



Ruth Shaw (Carol Johnston’s mother)
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I will walk among you and
be your God, and you will
be my people.

~Leviticus 26:12~

Do You Have Grit?
Do you have grit? And I am not referring to corn grits served with Southern breakfast, or grit fed to chickens, or grit from a
“grit tree!” Your HUMC Adaptive Leadership Team is studying the book, Grit by Angela Duckworth. It offers a common
sense approach to life—and one based on much research.
Psychologist Duckworth says that success in life depends upon grit, which is a
combination of your passion and perseverance. She maintains that grit is
more important than either talent or intellectual ability. Duckworth says,
“Without effort, your talent is nothing more than your unmet potential.
Without effort, your skill is nothing more than what you could have done, but
didn’t. With effort, talent becomes skill, and at the very same time, effort
makes skill productive.”
Grit explains why people with the same talent and opportunities turn out
differently in life. Grit is about stamina, consistency, endurance, practice,
maturity, experience, and hard work. When I was a child, my mother would
say to me, “If at first you don’t succeed, then try, try again.” I was taught
that perseverance was important my entire life.
In Grit there are four assets of grit that people develop and have in common…and they develop these in a particular order:
1 – Interest
2 – Practice
3 – Purpose
4 - Hope
Your interest in life comes from following your passion --- doing something that you love!”
Figure out what you like in life, and then do it! Learn about your interests, which are triggered by the outside world. Go
through discovery, by reading, learning, exploring, and doing. Find a mentor to follow. In simple terms: “Follow your passion.”
Secondly, practice your passion. Not only spend time on it, spend quality time! Show continuous improvement. Deliberate
practice involves setting goals and planning/working to accomplish them. Again I was told, “Plan your work, and work your
plan.” This calculated practice leads over time to spontaneous flow and performance of your passion.
Persevering with your passion leads to purpose which is intentionally contributing to the well-being of others. Begin to
share your passion and interests with others. Your work then becomes a “calling,” which gives you a bigger purpose in and
contribution to life.
All of this leads to the fourth asset—hope, which is the expectation that tomorrow will be better than today. Hope is having
an optimistic (rather than pessimistic) attitude about life. Hope leads to a growth mindset, becoming yet more successful
every day. According to Duckworth, “A growth mindset leads to optimistic ways of explaining adversity, and that, in turn,
leads to perseverance and seeking out new challenges that will ultimately make you stronger.”
She goes on in her book to address topics including parenting for grit, educating for grit, and creating a culture of grit. She
concludes by writing that grit helps you to achieve your potential and experience success and excellence in life. In the process, hope builds your character.
Do you have grit? Check out this book!
~Cherry Lane Darken~
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A word for 2021
Many people suggest having a theme word for each year. Having a special word clarifies your intention for the year. It
serves as a guide throughout the day to keep your mind and actions focused on your encompassing idea—your word. It’s
a word that will inform both your thoughts and behavior in 2021.
Some examples: A person who keeps a packed schedule and often feels overwhelmed might choose “relax” or “breathe.” Those words could also be selected
by someone who wants to be more mindful throughout the day. Someone who
wants to be reminded to stick with commitments might choose “steady” or
“persevere.” Someone who battles depression or fears might choose “gratitude”
or “joy” to help focus on the positives. The possibilities are endless and are only
constrained by our imaginations and experiences.
In the devotion for January 7th in Mornings With Jesus, the writer tells about how
she learned of yearly theme words from some people in her Bible study group.
She knew immediately that her word would be “rest.” The devotion she wrote
described how she learned to “rest in Jesus.”

For myself, I thought of several possibilities, but when the word “faithful” came
up, I knew instantly that was my word. I want to be faithful in my commitment to
reading the Bible and to praying—faithful in depending on God and looking for
ways to glorify Him. However, “faithful” doesn’t only apply to spiritual disciplines,
it also means being faithful to the daily tasks of living—doing chores with a smile, making my house a home, looking for
ways to serve others, etc.
I challenge you to come up with a theme or guide word for the rest of 2021. February isn’t too late to choose a theme
word for 2021. If considering the whole year is intimidating, choose a word for the month, or a word for the week. Look
up the definition, think of synonyms, and then think of how that word can help you in your daily life. Repeat it to yourself
often, write it on your calendar, or make a note of it on your phone. If it is helpful to you, share your word with others.

~Carol Johnston~

The Story Behind How Great Thou Art
In 1885, a young Swedish pastor, Carl Gustav Boberg, was
caught in a thunderstorm. From where he stood in the
mountains, he could see the storm rolling in. The tremendous power and force of the storm filled him with wonder.
After the storm passed, a beautiful rainbow shone over the
mountains, fields, and valley. The beauty of the experience
took his breath away, and, as a result, he wrote the song,
“O Store Gud” (O Great God). The song was translated into
German, Russian, and English. Many years later, in 1949, a
British Methodist missionary, Stuart K. Hine, took a stanza
from Boberg’s song and used it as the basis for what we
know now as “How Great Thou Art.” The song’s popularity
grew when Cliff Barrows and George Beverly Shea sang it

during the Billy Graham Crusades in the 1950s. Now the
song is sung by millions of Christians in dozens of languages
across the world, and it is the second most popular hymn
of all time – second only to “Amazing Grace.”
O Lord my God, When I in awesome wonder
Consider all the works Thy hand hath made.
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee:
How great Thou art, how great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee:
How great Thou art, how great Thou art!
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SERVING WITH FLOWERS
QUICK REMINDERS
To provide as safe a
space as possible for
everyone, Hillsboro
United Methodist
Church is peanut-free.
The Blessing Box is on the
side porch of the
church. Donate nonperishable food and
other items. If you find
yourself in need of
food or other household supplies, please
check the Blessing Box
and take what you
need.

Cherry Lane Darken regularly prepares floral arrangements for our church.
For January 24th, she prepared the beautiful arrangement in the photo on
the right. The bouquet includes fresh magnolia and
holly leaves, along with
dried hydrangea and Nandina berries.

Copies of this newsletter
and the current UPPER
ROOM are available on
the side porch of the
church next to the
Blessing Box.

FEBRUARY WORD SCRAMBLE

MGOAN ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

DENE ___ ___ ___ ___

ITFHG ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

DROL ___ ___ ___ ___

REEECPSN___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

KWLA ___ ___ ___ ___

PPOLEE ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

ETRS ___ ___ ___ ___
LILST ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
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MEMORIZATION CARDS FOR FEBRUARY BIBLE VERSES
You can print this page, cut out the verses, and place them where you can refer to them often during

the month—on your refrigerator, taped to your bathroom mirror, in your wallet, next to your recliner.
Recite one to yourself throughout the day and before you fall asleep each night. You could make a
game of reciting them at meal times.

Make memorizing Bible verses a part of your life as a Christian.

The Lord will fight for you;
you need only to be still.”
~Exodus 14:14~

The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with
you, and I will give you rest.”
~Exodus 33:14~

I will walk among you and be your God,
and you will be my people.
~Leviticus 26:12~
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