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June 2020

Dear family and friends of Hillsboro UMC,

We are in Pentecost season. The last Sunday of May we celebrate Pentecost Sunday, then enter into the life-long
quest of learning how to live as Pentecost people. People on fire with the Holy Spirit. People of the leavened bread.
In scripture, leavening, or yeast, is used as an image of how pervasive sin is in our
lives and communities. Before the feast of Passover, families were called to remove
all leaven from their homes and eat the meal of Passover in remembrance of the last
meal the Israelites ate before fleeing their captivity in Egypt.
Jesus was crucified on Passover, redeeming us from captivity to sin once and for all.
Fifty days later we celebrate Pentecost, when two loaves of leavened bread are traditionally brought to the altar. Pentecost - when the Holy Spirit is poured out on
God’s people. The time the prophet Joel prophesied of when God’s spirit will be
poured out on all people - women and men, young and old, servant and free. And we
are anointed as we are, leavened, cleansed not by our own doing but by the unfathomable grace of God. I pray the Holy Spirit moves through you and in you mightily.
In this season, June 2020, still living in the shadow of Covid-19, the leadership of
HUMC is leading with a heart for what is best for our entire congregation. We expect
to be able to offer in-person worship on June 21. We will worship in the pavilion and practice social distancing and
may ask you to wear a mask. We are leading in love with a heart of what is best for the most vulnerable among us,
and we are leading as simple humans empowered by the grace of God. Leavened loaves, on God’s altar. Please be
patient and kind.

In this season, June 2020, we are leading into a vision of what is possible in this parish in this time. We are dreaming
of modifying the pavilion so that it is useable year-round. We plan on slide-up doors, a front porch addition, and
large ceiling fans. We have $70,000 seed money for a project that we estimate at $135,000. Will you help? If you are
able to give beyond your regular tithe, please mark your donation for pavilion work.
We are also investing in technology to equip us to continue to offer on-line worship. God has used us to reach far
beyond our parish through the gift of internet connections. If you are able to help, please do.
I pray this season carves deep canyons of grace in each of us. We are called to be witnesses in such a time as this,
June 2020, in all its brokenness and hope. May we each be vessels of God’s love. I’m grateful to serve with you.
Sincerely,
Pastor Betty
Hillsboro United Methodist Church Newsletter, June 2020—1

HUMC’s Blessing Box Continues
to Bless our Community
Each week we are able to bless nine families in
our community via your donations to our Blessing
Box. Canned meats, fruits, and vegetables, pasta, pasta sauce, small bags of
flour and sugar, muffin
mixes, paper goods,
and other household
supplies are always
needed on a continuing
basis so we can maintain this ministry. Just
place your items in the
blessing box whenever
convenient.

To provide as safe a space as
possible for everyone, Hillsboro
United Methodist Church is now a
peanut-free church!

Connect with the HUMC Directory

This pandemic/social distancing time is a great time to
connect with our HUMC family by using the HUMC Directory. This directory is in the form of an “app,” and
only those with an email in the directory can gain access to it. Once you have the app, you can locate other
church members’ phone numbers, email addresses, and
street addresses, or whatever the person has listed. If
you are not in the Directory, please contact Cherry Lane
Darken or Kristen Reed
(wdarken@bellsouth.net or kristentreed@gmail.com).
We value each donaYou can also be added to the church email group to retion, and we value the
ceive communications from Pastor Betty, Kevin, or
ones of you who regularly contribute. We plan to conGladys. Take this opportunity to check on your HUMC
tinue this ministry to local families through June.
friends!

You can donate perishable items such as eggs,
bread, and baked goods by contacting Glenda Propheter at 630-301-0262 to arrange a special drop-off
time.

Upcoming Dates
•

•

Sunday services will resume on-campus on Sunday,
June 21st. The service will be held in the Pavilion.
More information will be forthcoming via email. Live
streaming will continue, also, if you prefer to stay
home.

Need a Washable Cloth Face Mask?
There is a box with individually packaged face
masks on the side porch
of the church. You are
welcome to take what
you need. The masks are
sewn and donated by
church members as a part of the church ministry.

Would you like to talk to Pastor Betty?

Would you like to request prayer for yourself or for
Monday mornings at 9:30 a.m., join us for the
“Cooperating with God” Zoom Bible Study based on
someone else?
The Upper Room. Pastor Betty will send an email with
Call, text, or email
the Zoom invitation and information for you to join the
Office 615/595-0155 – Cell 615/428-3053
meeting. Upper Rooms are available on the side porch
of the church.
pastor@hillsboroumc.com
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Youth and Children’s News
Hello Church Family!

Well the month of May has come and gone and already the summer season is upon us which almost seems unbelievable to me. I hear many people talk about how the time during quarantine all seems to blend together, and I
guess I’m feeling a little bit of that because June seems so suddenly and surprisingly here. I admit that I thought the
quarantine would be officially over by now, and we’d be back to our regular programming. But the reality is that
we’re not out of these woods yet! So I’m trying to roll up my sleeves and endure to the end of this strange time.
One of the ways that we are keeping hope alive is by continuing to plan Vacation Bible School! A team of awesome
folks has been dreaming up our very own custom VBS for this summer and we are confident that our efforts will not
be in vain. As of this moment, we are planning for VBS to be the week of July 20 - 24. We believe the quarantine will
ease up by then. But even if not, we will keep waiting for the appropriate time to have it. God is good and knows
WAY more than we do, so we’re just trusting in Him and His perfect timing for these things. But still, please mark it
on your calendars! We’re calling it Creation Camp and it will be a week for kids of all ages to come and learn how to
use their own creative giftings for the glory of God. It’s gonna be rad.
I know that I am not the only one who is anxious for this quarantine to end. I miss youth group and spending time
with all you awesome kids out there! All I want is to eat pizza, play wacky games and talk about Jesus. Because pizza
is yummy, wacky games are fun, and Jesus is so awesome. One of the ways that Jesus is so awesome is in His promise to us in Matthew 28:20 which says:
“And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
That’s a promise that I’m currently holding onto. Jesus doesn’t promise that everything in our lives will be peachy
perfect and wonderful. On the contrary, he actually expects that in our lives we will have trouble. And obviously
we’re smack dab right in the middle of some trouble right now with Covid-19. But Jesus promises that he will not
abandon us when the trouble comes; he will be with us always. And so I’d like to confidently say to you that Jesus is
with you, riding out the storm alongside you. And guess what? Jesus IS our source of joy and peace and love and so
many other good things. So be sure of this, we can still hold our heads high and shine brightly during this storm because it’s not our outward circumstances that provide us our joy; it’s Jesus! And he ain’t goin’ anywhere.
Remember this information that was shared earlier:


Virtual Jr. Youth Group meets on the Zoom App on Wednesdays from 5-6pm.



Virtual Sr. Youth Group meets on the Zoom App on Sundays from 5-6pm.



Email photos or videos of what you're up to, and I'll post them to our Social Media.
(Email: youthministry@hillsboroumc.com)



Mail a letter to someone from our church! (Ask me if you need addresses)
Peace and Love,
Kevin Keenan

Yes, we plan to have Vacation Bible School this year, although there
will be changes because of the Covid-19 situation. Our TENTATIVE
dates are July 20—24, and we will call it “Creation Camp! We are having meetings to plan VBS and to make it not only a creative, fun, and
learning experience, but also the safest experience possible for our
church family and community. Stay tuned for more details, and check
Kevin’s message above for more information.
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Bible Memory Verses for May
“I have hidden your word in my heart that I
might not sin against you.
~Psalm 119:11~
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
~Matthew 28:19-20~
“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit,
who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not
your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with
your bodies.”
~1 Corinthians 6:19-20~

Weekly Schedule
We have TWO weekly live streaming opportunities
for you to worship with our church family.

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
The Sunday Worship Service is streamed live every
Sunday at 11:00 a.m.

THURSDAY THOUGHTS

Worship Team for Live Streaming Services
Rev. Betty Proctor, Pastor
Kevin Keenan, Director, Children and Youth Ministries
Chris Davis, Piano and Vocals
Blake Fox, Technician
Gus Laux, Technician
K.C. Martin, Piano, Saxophone, and Vocals
Allan Waugh, Sound

Finance Committee Report
We are twenty-one weeks into our year. Unrestricted
contributions have been $107,020 which is almost
$5,100.00 per week. This
does not include the
$22,700.00 which we
have borrowed through
the SBA Payroll Protection Program. This is a
loan that will be forgiven
if we use the funds as
outlined in our application. During the month of May
we used roughly $6,500.00 of those funds. At this time
our expenses have exceeded our income by about
$2,000.00. Thank each of you for your continued support of our wonderful church. Hope to see you next
month when we can once more meet in person!

Lucy Gibson, Chairman of Finance
Hillsboro United Methodist Church

Each Thursday, HUMC provides a live streamed devotional, Thursday Thoughts, at 11:00 a.m.

Both the Sunday Worship Service and the Thursday Thoughts devotional can be found at the following links:
http://hillsboroumc.com/
or
https://www.facebook.com/LFHUMC/
or
https://hillsboro-umc.freeonlinechurch.com/

Ways to Give to Our Church
During this time of social distancing and isolation, the church continues to serve both our
members and the community. Here are ways
you can give in order to keep our church’s programs and missions strong:
Online: Go to http://hillsboroumc.com/give, and
then follow the directions.
Mail: You can mail a check to:
Hillsboro UMC
5313 Old Hwy 96
Franklin, TN 37064
Text: 833-972-0540. Then type GIVE and the
Amount. The toll free number is only for HUMC.
The first time you will get a link to sign up. After
that, just text “give” and the amount you want
to give.
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Gardening Is God’s Intention
By Cherry Lane Darken

From the very beginning of the Bible we read about gardens. In Genesis 2:8 we read, “Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden.” Genesis 2:15 reads, “The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of
Eden to work it and take care of it.” The “Tree of Life” was placed in the center of the garden. Then in Revelation
22:2-4 the angel shows the “river of the water of life” flanked by the “tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit…the
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.”
All throughout the Bible are references and illustrations for us using trees, flowers, vineyards, wheat, seeds, gardens, and vines. As I stopped to reflect on that, I think it is because gardening was God’s intention for us! He knew
we could relate to gardening the land. David’s Psalm 65 Is a blessing for those who farm the land. In John 15:1 we
read, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the Gardener.” He prunes us so that we will produce much fruit and
then instructs us to “Love one another.” Check out and think about all the references to gardening in the Bible.
So it came to my mind during this pandemic that gardening is also “God’s therapy for us.” There is something about
seeing a seed pop through the soil, a beautiful peony suddenly open, or the trees putting on green leaves that reminds me of God’s love for us. He certainly created a beautiful space for us to “live and work and have our being.”
There are many folks at Hillsboro UMC who share this passion of gardening. We all have our favorites, which I will
be featuring in this article.
We are grateful for Curtis Stewart for his help in developing a landscape/garden plan for HUMC. The Rain Garden,
which was planted last spring, is thriving and serving its purpose. The Peace Garden is a work in progress. Watch for
more developments as time goes on, and volunteer to help if you can.
Many of us garden in whatever space God gives us in whatever way we can. Sharing plants gives us tangible reminders of our friends as we relocate them in our gardens. Extra vegetables are for sharing and large trees are for
picnicking. These photos show how many of our HUMC folks enjoy God’s gardening intentions for us. Enjoy!

Caneta’s perennial garden
Caneta’s flower garden
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JoAnne and Charles’ container herb garden

JoAnne and Charles’ patio garden

Rachael and Curtis’ flower gardens

Rachael and Curtis’ kitchen garden
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Cherry Lane’s raised bed gardens

Cherry Lane’s porch garden

Jenny’s memory garden

Jenny’s bird and butterfly garden
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Jodi’s Gated garden

Renee’s farm garden

Cathy’s vegetable garden

Carol and Ron’s raised box gardens
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HUMC’s Rain Garden, Designed by Curtis Stewart, Installed by members of the church

His Eyes Are Upon You
Recently, I read a story about an 11-year-old boy up north. He was eagerly looking forward to attending a friend's birthday party. Days before the event, he and his mother had picked the perfect gift. They had carefully wrapped it. Friday night, all was
ready for the occasion. But, Saturday morning, everyone awoke to an unexpected snowstorm. The blowing snow made driving
difficult…almost impossible. However, the boy insisted.
"But Dad," said the boy. "It's not too far to my friend's house. I could walk it in the snow. Besides, my other friends are walking
there, too.”

Finally, the father agreed. So, the young man bundled up, put the gift in his school backpack, and started off into the snow. It
was tough going because of the blowing snow and icy sidewalks. At last, he made it. He climbed the steps and was about to
ring the doorbell when noticed the receding figure of his father. His Dad had followed him all the way just to make sure that he
arrived safely. His Father had kept his watchful eye on the young man.
This is a modern-day parable of an ancient truth. "The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open to their
prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those that do evil" (1 Peter 3:12).
In the story, the boy was growing up. His father wisely let him attempt the trip. The youngster could have fallen and gotten
hurt, but that is part of life. But the loving Father was with the son even when the boy didn't know it. God is like that. He is
with His Sons and Daughters – Christians who have chosen to enter the family of God.
Now, we are in a pandemic that none of us have ever experienced in our lifetimes. But as we face each day, know that God is
with us. May the grace of God and the love of Christ and the empowerment of the Holy Spirit be with you always!
Larry Fitzgerald
Bulletin Digest
Hillsboro United Methodist Church Newsletter, June 2020—9

