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Dear Hillsboro UMC family,
I pray this is a time of rest and reflection for all of us. We are in the season of Lent - an invitation to step
into a space with God where we are inviting refinement. Many of us may give up something to remind us
of the importance of sacrifice. We may intentionally take on a spiritual practice during this season. However you observe Lent, I encourage you to observe it. There will be a
workshop offered this month that uses the tools of the enneagram to
help us identify good spiritual practices for ourselves. See page 5 of this
newsletter for more information. If you are able, come, learn, allow this
season to refine you.
One of my favorite stories we’ll remember this month is the story of St.
Patrick. His was a life that was refined through hardship and intentional
spiritual growth that empowered him to make the courageous choice to
return to the place of his slavery and be used by God to set others free.
He reminds me of Harriet Tubman, or St. Paul, or Moses, or Esther - and
perhaps each of us. Our intentional spiritual growth places us as useful
vessels in God’s hands. We may find ourselves being sent back to the
exact same spot that we were redeemed from, or using our voice or position to bring hope to others. This is a season to rest and reflect in order that we may be better equipped to do the work we are called to do.
I’m grateful to share that the Adaptive Leadership Team continues to do the work of shaping an intentional culture of discipleship and teamwork. Hillsboro has a long legacy of discipleship and kingdom work and
we are working to empower that legacy to be continued to future generations. Your prayers are needed.
Your support is essential. Your spiritual growth is depended upon as we’re called together to continue to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. I’m grateful we are privileged to do this
together.
Sincerely,
Pastor Betty
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Ladies' Bible Study Groups Are Always Open

We would like invite you to join our Adult Sunday
School Class. The class is taught by Tony and Connie
Jones every Sunday from 10:00 to 10:45 a.m. in the
middle classroom in the Fellowship Hall. Connie describes it as “a class of lifelong learners who study
God’s word and discuss our daily walk with God. We
are excited that God isn’t finished with us yet!”

The Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork meet each Friday morning at 6:30 a.m. for prayer, fellowship, and study. All men
of the church and community are welcome to join us. For
information on The Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork, please
contact Steve Bartlett at 615-372-0377 .
On Friday, March 6th, The Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork will
serve lunch to the homeless at Community Care Fellowship
in Nashville. We will leave the church at 10:00 a.m. and
return around 1:30 p.m. Please let Troy Waugh know if
you can serve: troywaugh@gmail.com or 615-476-4784.

Your Words Are My Delight
When Your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my
heart’s delight. Therefore this is what the Lord says: “If you repent, I will restore you that you may serve Me; if you utter worthy, not worthless, words, you will be My spokesperson.”
~Jeremiah 15:16, 19~

The two HUMC Ladies' Study Groups—Mondays at
9:30 a.m. and Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. New members are always welcome to join. There is a light
fellowship meal, prayer time, and study at each
session. Call Cherry Lane Darken (615-415-9451)
for more information, or just come to a meeting!

Some of the ladies of the Monday morning
Bible study group

HUMC Directory Phone App
If you are not currently listed in the
HUMC Directory App and would
like to be included, please contact
Kristen Reed or Cherry Lane Darken. Only those in the app can access it, and it gives you the opportunity to learn others in your
church family. Once your email address is listed in the
app, you will be able to use the app.

Leiper’s Fork Mindfulness Circle

The Leiper’s Fork Mindfulness Circle meets in our sancIn answer to his prayer, God told Jeremiah that he should
speak words that have value. Words can be used for either tuary the first Tuesday of each month from 5:30 to 6:30
p.m. for a time of quiet
positive or negative means. Think carefully about how your
mindfulness and meditawords can be used for good rather than evil. The prophet
Jeremiah said to the Lord, “Your words were my joy and
tion. The group is led by
my heart’s delight.”
Kristy Robinson, and you
are welcome to join this
God’s encouraging words helped him and supported him
group at any time.
greatly during the persecution that he had to endure. God
wants to help you, too. Let your words before God always
The March circle will meet
be positive and let his Word always be a joy in your prayer on Tuesday, March 3rd at 5:30. All church and commulife.
nity members are invited.
~from Grace for Each Moment~
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Youth and Children’s News
February's come and gone, and March is here which
means that Spring is in the air! What a glorious thing!
However, even though February did bring us some chilly
weather, it also
brought warmth to
our hearts. I want to
thank everyone who
was involved in our
Valentine's Day Dinner. It was a super
fun evening. Thank
you to those who
provided food, thank
you to our Youth who
came out to be waiters and waitresses,
and thank you to all
who attended and
donated to our Mission Fund! We raised
a little over $1,200 that night, and all of it is going towards our Alaska mission trip this summer. We will be
going to Juneau, AK to help run a Summer Bible Camp!
The trip is going down July 16 - 25, and there is still time
to sign up! So please contact me for further information.
Onto March! March is a sacred month in the minds of
kids everywhere as it gives them Spring Break. Legendary! I believe this is a very valuable thing. It gives kids
and families a break from the overpacked schedules we
keep and encourages rest and the enjoyment of this life
God has given us. Sweet memories will be made, and
minds and bodies will be refreshed. It's sort of like an
entire week of Sabbath! Did you know that taking Sabbath is one of the 10 Commandments? God actually
commands us to take a break and enjoy our lives. What
a good God!
A Few Last Words:
• - On Saturday, March 21, we're taking a day trip to
the Chattanooga Aquarium to check out some of the
crazy creatures that God has made. For 6th - 12th
grade. $40 / person. More details to come!
• - Before we know it, Easter will be upon us, and that
means EASTER EGG HUNT! We need to collect about
500 Easter eggs for our hunt this year; so it's not too
early to start dropping them off at the church.
• - Jesus loves you :)
Kevin Keenan
youthministry@hillsboroumc.com, (320)444-5294

If you miss church, you can listen to
the sermon on the church website:
http://hillsboroumc.com. You can
also make an offering or donation
to the church through the website.

Sunday, March 1—Youth Leadership Team
meeting following the 11:00 a.m. service

Tuesday, March 3, 5:30—6:30 p.m., Leiper’s Fork
Mindfulness Circle

Friday, March 6, 10:00—1:00, Praying Men of
Leiper’s Fork will serve at Community Care Fellowship

Sunday, March 8, 2:00-4:00 p.m. Spiritual Practices and the Enneagram

Saturday, March 21—Youth day trip to the
Aquarium in Chattanooga

Sunday, March 29th, 5th Sunday Hymn Sing at
the 11:00 Worship Service, followed by Potluck
luncheon

Would you like to talk to Pastor Betty?
Would you like to request prayer for yourself or for
someone else?
Call, text, or email
Office 615/595-0155 – Cell 615/428-3053
pastor@hillsboroumc.com
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Bible Memory Verses for March

Weekly Schedule
All meetings/groups take place at the church unless
otherwise stated

In the Bible, God makes promises to us, his
people. This month’s memory verses include
some of those promises:

Sundays
9:00—9:45 a.m. Contemplative Worship Service

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I
will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal
their land. ~2 Chronicles 7:14~
The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still.”
~Exodus 14:14~
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when
you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When
you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will
not set you ablaze. ~Isaiah 43:2~

10:00 a.m.—Sunday School
11:00 a.m.—Worship Service
11:00 a.m.—Children’s Church
5:00—7:00—Senior Youth Group
6:00—7:00 p.m.—Gospel Hour at Puckett’s in
Leiper’s Fork

Mondays
9:30-11:00 a.m.—Ladies Bible Study
6:00 p.m.—Cub Scouts (at Rec Center)

Staff and Worship Team
Rev. Betty Proctor, Pastor
Kevin Keenan, Director, Children and Youth Ministries
Gladys Johnson, Administrative Assistant
Charles Craig , Lay Leader
Lori Grasso, Worship Chair, Song Leader
Chris Davis, Piano
Caneta Hankins, Organ
Jenny Young, Cello
Bill Pope, Guitar, Song Leader
Randy & Cheryl Farrar, Contemplative Worship Team
Allen Waugh, Sound

Greeter and Usher Schedule
1st Sunday

Lenny
Grasso

Ron
Johnston

Blake
Fox

Troy
Waugh

2nd Sunday

David
Pittman

Roy Snow

David
McFadden

Brent
Kreid

3rd Sunday

Pete
Ciarleglio

J.T.
Hodges

Bob
Nicewarner

Jonathan
Hughes

4th Sunday

Curtis
Stewart

Kris
Gernentz

Paul
Hutson

Bill
Jorgensen

5th Sunday

Ron
Johnston

Jonathan
Hughes

Blake
Fox

Lenny
Grasso

Wednesdays
6:00—7:30 p.m.—Junior Youth
6:00—7:30 p.m.—Ladies Bible Study

Fridays
6:30 a.m.—Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork

5th Sunday Old Fashioned Hymn Sing
On Sunday, March 29, we will have an old fashioned
hymn sing. The congregation will be invited to join in
singing some favorite hymns led by members and
friends including
Etta Brit, Renee
Armand, and Gina
Pittman. Pastor
Betty will have a
brief homily and
scripture, although
most of the service
will be devoted to
singing together. The tradition of having a service of
singing on 5th Sundays, which occur once a quarter, is
an old one but we have not done it at HUMC in a few
years. Join us as we resume this enjoyable tradition.
After the hymn sing, we will share a potluck luncheon in the Fellowship Hall.
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A New Children’s Choir for HUMC
It is our joy to announce that Millie Grasso is starting a children’s choir. As you may know, Millie is a longtime member at HUMC and is working on her musical therapy degree at Belmont. The choir is open for
children from Kindergarten through 5th grade –
although if there are 6th graders who are interested, they can join also! Rehearsal day/time will be
determined soon.
The first presentation for the Children’s Choir of
HUMC will be on Palm Sunday. The piece is composed by Don Dicie and is called “Hymn of Promise.”
Millie writes, “I am very excited about this opportunity, and I’m so looking forward to working
with your children! My main goal for beginning
this choir is to provide and foster an educational,
supportive, creative, and loving environment
among the children—one where they can freely
express themselves and worship the Lord.”
Contact Millie at millie.grasso@pop.belmont.edu or call/text her at 615-779-4438. There will also be a sign
-up sheet at church on Sunday.

You are invited to the

HUMC EASTER EGG HUNT
April 11th
10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
Fun Games * Bouncy House * Hog Dogs
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