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The Advent Wreath
One of the most common Christmas traditions is the Advent Wreath. It began as a German and Scandinavian
custom of marking the time before Christmas by increasing the light from candles each week. Later, as the
custom spread, more meaning was assigned
to each candle. Generally, the Advent
Wreath has four candles. Each candle represents a week of Advent. The first, second,
and fourth candles are purple; purple is the
liturgical color signifying penance, prayer
and sacrifice. The third candle is pink, which
signifies joy . A fifth candle—a white one
signifying light and purity—is often placed
in the middle to be lit on Christmas Day to
celebrate Jesus’ birth. The wreath itself—a
circle—symbolizes the eternity of God, the
everlasting life we find in Christ.
Here is more information about the meaning of each candle:
 The first candle symbolizes hope and is called “the Prophecy Candle.” The people and prophets of the
Old Testament waited in hope for the arrival of the Messiah. It represents the expectation we feel as we
anticipate the coming Messiah.
 The second candle represents faith. It is also called “the Bethlehem candle” and represents the faith
Mary and Joseph had as they journeyed to Bethlehem. Micah foretold that the Messiah would be born in
Bethlehem, which was also where King David had been born.
 The third candle symbolizes joy and is called “the Shepherds’ Candle.” The shepherds were filled with joy
at the news of the birth of Jesus. We are all joyful that Jesus came for everyone.
 The fourth candle represents peace and is called “the Angels’ Candle.” It reminds us of the angels’ message “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.” He came to bring all people close to God and to each
other.
 The fifth candle is called the “Christ Candle” and represents light and purity because Jesus Christ is our
sinless and pure Savior.
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Leiper’s Fork Christmas Parade
The Leiper’s Fork Christmas Parade will be on Saturday, December 14th at 2:00 p.m. We will have our HUMC float in
the parade. We will provide hot chocolate, hot cider, and
cookies for the church and community in the Pavilion after
the parade. Warm and welcoming fires will be lit in the Pavilion fireplaces. Invite your neighbors and friends. As we
get closer to the date, look for information on volunteering
to help with our church float and for opportunities to provide cookies for after the parade.

Join one of our weekly
Ladies’ Bible Studies!
It’s not too late to join the Advent Study in either
of our two Ladies’ Bible Study Groups: Mondays at
9:30 a.m. or Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. The study is
centered on the book Almost Christmas: A Wesleyan Advent Experience. In this study, we connect
our Wesleyan heritage with the Advent beliefs of
Love, Hope, Joy, and Peace. If you would like to
join in for this short series (finished by Christmas),
please let Cherry Lane Darken (615-415-9451)
know.

The Children’s Christmas Program
Our annual Children’s Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December 15th during
the worship service. This is a
program that is always a hit.
Following the service, there
will be a fellowship meal.

The Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork meet each Friday morning at 6:30
a.m. for prayer, fellowship, and study. All men of the church and community are welcome to join us.
On Friday, December 6th, The Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork will serve
lunch to the homeless at Community Care Fellowship in Nashville. We
will leave the church at 10:00 a.m. and return around 1:30 p.m.
Please let Troy Waugh know if you can serve: troywaugh@gmail.com
or 615-476-4784.

Leiper’s Fork Mindfulness Circle

Christmas Eve at
HUMC
There will be two Christmas
Eve Candlelight Services. The
first will be on Tuesday, December 24th at 7:00 p.m. The second is at 11:00 p.m. The services are open to everyone in our
church and community. What a blessed way to celebrate the
birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

The Leiper’s Fork Mindfulness
Circle, led by Kristy Robinson,
meets in our sanctuary the first
Tuesday of each month from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. for a time of quiet
mindfulness and meditation. You
are welcome to join this group at any time. This
month, the Leiper’s Fork Mindfulness Circle meets
December 3rd, from 5:30-6:30 p.m.
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HUMC’s Robin Brown and The Franklin
Veterans Day Parade
Robin Brown marched in last month’s Franklin Veterans Day
Parade. Robin reports that she enjoyed the many children
that were there to see the parade. She says, “That means

parents are teaching their kids to appreciate those who serve
and the country they serve! That blesses me. At one point the
street was full of kids shouting ‘USA! USA! USA!’ In my pocket are handmade thank you notes made by children.”
Thank you for your service, Robin, and thanks to all the veterans—especially those who are part of our HUMC congregation!

If you miss church, you can listen
to the sermon on the church
website: http://
hillsboroumc.com. You can also
make an offering or donation to
the church through the website.

Would you like to talk to Pastor Betty?
Would you like to request prayer for yourself or for someone
that you know?
Call, text, or email
Office 615/595-0155 – Cell 615/428-3053
pastor@hillsboroumc.com
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Bible Memory Verses for December
The Christmas story is about joy, love,
hope, faith, and peace. This month’s verses
touch on those themes. Challenge yourself
to learn all three this month!
May the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in
hope.
~Romans 15:13~

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people.
~Luke 2:10~
She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.
~Matthew 1:21~

All meetings/groups take place at the church unless
otherwise stated

Sundays
9:00—9:45 a.m. Contemplative Worship Service
10:00 a.m.—Sunday School
11:00 a.m.—Worship Service
11:00 a.m.—Children’s Church
5:00—7:00—Senior Youth Group
6:00—7:00 p.m.—Leip for Joy Gospel Hour at
Puckett’s in Leiper’s Fork

Mondays
9:30-11:00 a.m.—Bible Study

Staff and Worship Team

6:00 p.m.—Cub Scouts (at Rec Center)

Rev. Betty Proctor, Pastor
Kevin Keenan, Director, Children and Youth Ministries
Gladys Johnson, Administrative Assistant
Charles Craig , Lay Leader
Lori Grasso, Worship Chair
Chris Davis, Piano
Caneta Hankins, Organ
Jenny Young, Cello
Bill Pope, Guitar

Greeter and Usher Schedule
1st Sunday

Weekly Schedule

Wednesdays
6:00—7:30 p.m.—Junior Youth
6:00—7:30 p.m.—Bible Study

Fridays
6:30 a.m.—Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork

1—Sally Rogers

22—Gray Alexander Hall

Lenny
Grasso

Ron
Johnston

Blake
Fox

John
Gibson

2—Paul Hutson

23—Kayla Dakin

2—Gladys Johnson

26—Vic White

2nd Sunday

David
Pittman

Roy Snow

David
McFadden

Brent
Kreid

3—Eve Burrus

26—Jack Williams

4—Leland Van Horn

27—Lisa Boyer

3rd Sunday

Pete
Ciarleglio

Bob
Nicewarner

Blake
Fox

Jonathan
Hughes

11—John Michael Hall, Jr.

27—David O’Byrne

Curtis
Stewart

Kris
Gernentz

Paul
Hutson

Bill
Jorgensen

13—Betty Proctor

Ron
Johnston

Jonathan
Hughes

Troy
Waugh

Lenny
Grasso

19—Tim Richards

(Communion)

4th Sunday

5th Sunday

13—James Hicks

15—Stephanie Nelson

20—Caleb Dewitt
20—T.J. Williams
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