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A Note From Pastor Betty
Dear family and friends of Hillsboro UMC,
By the time you read this General Conference 2019 will have been completed (Feb.
23-26). You can go to this link http://www.umc.org/topics/general-conference2019-special-session for information you may have missed as it was happening. My
prayer is that some clear resolution will come from this conference. Whatever resolution comes from this general conference, it will need to be ratified by annual conferences and by the next general conference before any wording is changed in the
Book of Discipline. My prayer is that we can focus with our covenant United Methodist connections on the work of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
We are entering into the season of Lent in the church calendar. Lent is the 40 days prior to Easter. It is a time when
we remember Jesus’ 40-day temptation in the wilderness and intentionally clear clutter from our lives, minds, and
souls to make way for new resurrection. Please observe what is most distracting in your life. For many of us, it can
be something as seemingly innocent as keeping up with the news. Let it go - for a season, for a time of intentional
focus. Lent is a season when we’re intentionally living a simpler life. It’s a great time to give up anything that has
become a vice in our life, or anything that is simply distracting. My prayer is we can all find something to give up for
40 days.
Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent and is preceded by Shrove Tuesday, when we can
name what change we are living into in the next 40 days. Shrove come from the old word
“shrive” meaning to absolve. Scripture assures us that if we confess our sins, God is faithful to
forgive us. Shrove Tuesday, and all of Lent, is a time to confess anything that has come between who we are and who God calls us to be.
This is how we’ll celebrate:
March 5—Shrove Tuesday—pancake dinner at 6 pm- we’ll need some pancake chefs and we
can all bring our favorite toppings - or just come hungry and you’ll be fed. The sanctuary will
be open with an altar prepared for prayer and a place to name that which you’re giving up.
You’ll be invited to write your sacrifice on a piece of rice paper and place in a bowl of water.
March 6—Ash Wednesday—dinner at 6, a 30 minute service at 7 and the sign of the ashes will
be offered.
I pray this a sweet season for each of us and that we will be bold in claiming the gift of grace now and always.
Gratefully,
Pastor Betty
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The HUMC Book group will
meet on Thursdays, March
14th and 28th, from 9:30
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the
church. Please contact
Kristy Robinson at 615-397
-1078, if you'd like more
information. We’d love to
have you join us!

Join one of our weekly
Bible Studies!
We have two weekly
Bible Studies: 9:30 a.m.
on Mondays and 6:00
p.m. on Wednesdays.
Each of these Bible
study groups provides a snack meal, prayer time,
and group study. Everyone is welcome!

The Tuesday evening Discipleship 1 Group meets
from 6:00—8:30 p.m. each Tuesday evening at the
church. The group is led by Charles Craig.

The Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork meet each Friday morning at
6:30 a.m. for breakfast, fellowship, prayer, and study. All men
of the church and community are invited to join us.
The group has started reading a new book, Good Faith.
On Friday, March 1st, The Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork will
serve lunch to the homeless at Community Care Fellowship in
Nashville. We will leave the church at 10:00 a.m. and return
around 1:30 p.m. Please let Troy Waugh know if you can serve:
troywaugh@gmail.com or 615-476-4784.

Would you like to talk to Pastor Betty?
Would you like to request prayer for yourself or for
someone that you know?
Call, text, or email
Office 615/595-0155 – Cell 615/428-3053
pastor@hillsboroumc.com

The next PEN Club (Pray, Explore, Nourish) meeting will be on
Wednesday, April 10th at 9:30 a.m. at the church. We will announce the program in the April newsletter.
Call or email Carol Johnston (615-294-0454, csj849@gmail.com)
for more information or to let her know you’ll be there.

Check Out the Church Website
If you miss church, you can listen
to the sermon via the church website: http://hillsboroumc.com. You
can also make an offering or donation to the church through the
website.

2

The Obstacle In Our Path

March Youth News
February was a very fun month for the
youth group. We went to the Warmth in
Winter Youth Conference in Nashville.
We had a lovely Valentine's Day fundraiser dinner (huge thanks to everyone
who came out and supported us!) We
also collected supplies for Graceworks
and took a trip to Chattanooga to see
the famous aquarium. Beyond the special events, it is such a
joy to be able to spend time with all these kids. I believe that
God is doing good work in each of them!

In ancient times, a King had a
boulder placed on a roadway.
He then hid himself and
watched to see if anyone
would move the boulder out of
the way. Some of the king’s
wealthiest merchants and courtiers came by and simply
walked around it. Many people
loudly blamed the King for not keeping the roads clear, but
none of them did anything about getting the stone out of the
way.

March is here! Kids of all ages are invited to join us as we continue all our youth group meetings and continue to seek God
regularly and expect him to be present. We will also be hopeful for nicer weather! Especially because of these upcoming
activities:

Then a peasant came along carrying a load of vegetables. Upon approaching the boulder, the peasant laid down his burden
and tried to push the stone off the road. After much pushing
and straining, he finally succeeded.

•

BE Retreat is coming up on March 16 - 17. This is a retreat
for 3rd - 6th graders, and it will be at Cedar Crest Camp.

•

We will also be having a field trip for the Senior Youth on
Sunday March 31. We will be visiting our friends at Liberty UMC for continued growth in relationship with them
and with God. You don't wanna miss it!

If you have any questions about any of the events above, contact me at youthministry@hillsboroumc.com or (320)4445294. Here are some photos from the Valentine’s Day Dinner.

He then went back to pick up his vegetables. However, he
noticed a purse lying in the road where the boulder had been.
The purse contained many gold coins and a note from the
King explaining that the gold was for the person who removed
the boulder from the roadway.

Similarly, each obstacle we come across in life presents us
with a choice. We can complain about our bad luck and avoid
dealing with the obstacle, or we can look at the obstacle as an
opportunity to learn something new, help others, and/or possibly improve our circumstances. Through our kind hearts,
generosity and willingness to get things done and help others,
we can turn those obstacles into opportunities.

Important Upcoming Dates
•

Tuesday, March 5th—Shrove Tuesday, Pancake dinner at the church, 6:00 p.m.

•

Wednesday, March 6th—Ash Wednesday—Dinner at
6:00, 30-minute service at 7:00

•

March 24—Potluck meal after the worship service

•

March 24—Worship Committee meeting after the
Potluck meal

•

Friday, April 19th—Good Friday

•

Sunday, April 21st - Easter Sunday—Sunrise service
at 7:00 a.m. followed by a potluck breakfast—
Worship Service at 11:00. No Sunday School.
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Bible Memory Verses for March 2019

Weekly Schedule

Spring begins in March. Since spring
is a time of renewal and growth, it
is a time to also renew our faith
and trust in God. Here are two Bible verses to guide us.
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.
~1 Peter 5:7~
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as
Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built
up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were
taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.

All meetings/groups take place at the church unless
otherwise stated

Sundays
9:00—9:45 a.m. Contemplative Worship Service
10:00 a.m.—Sunday School
11:00 a.m.—Worship Service
11:00 a.m.—Children’s Church
5:00—7:00 p.m.— Senior Youth Group
6:00—7:00 p.m.—Leip for Joy Gospel Hour at Puckett’s in Leiper’s Fork

Mondays
9:30-11:00 a.m.—Bible Study
6:00 p.m.—Cub Scouts

Tuesdays

~Colossians 2:6-7~

6:00—8:30 p.m. Disciple 1 Bible Study

Staff and Worship Team

Wednesdays

Rev. Betty Proctor-Bjorgo, Pastor
Kevin Keenan, Director, Children and Youth Ministries
Gladys Johnson, Administrative Assistant
Charles Craig, Lay Leader
Lori Grasso, Worship Chair
Chris Davis, Piano
Caneta Hankins, Organ
Bill Pope, Song Leader, Guitar
Jay Rogers, Sound

6:00—7:30 p.m.—Elementary Youth
6:00—7:30 p.m.—Bible Study

Fridays
6:30 a.m.—Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork

Happy Birthday
To

Greeter and Usher Schedule
1st Sunday
(Communion)

Troy
Waugh

Ron
Johnston

Blake Fox

2—Olivia Boyer

Curtis
Stewart

4—Luci Jones
5—Ronell Venter Coburn

2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday

4th Sunday

5th Sunday

Lenny
Grasso

Roy Snow

Pete
Ciarleglio

Tony Jones

Curtis
Stewart

Kris
Gernentz

Scott
Robinson

Jonathan
Hughes

Scott
Robinson

Tony Jones

10—Jacqui Dakin
10—Bill Jorgensen

Kevin
Dakin

Jonathan
Hughes

14—Hunter Huddleston

Ron
Johnston

Bill
Jorgensen

14—Emily Shriner

Troy
Waugh

Kris
Gernentz
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14—Alex Shriner

14—Harrison Shriner
14—Stephen Shriner
16—Sheila Sands

18—Rachael McCampbell
18—Larry Strickland

19—Jesse Blackwood
24—Belle Womack
25—Caneta Hankins
25—Scott Robinson
30—Charlotte Shumaker

