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Notes From Pastor Betty
We had a beautiful journey together in 2018, and I look forward to another exciting year ahead. Thank you to Sheryl Waugh and Scott Robinson who led the
Trustee Team this past year. Please welcome our new trustee leaders, John Gibson
and Kevin Dakin.
Our new lay leader is Charles Craig. Kevin Dakin has done a wonderful job serving
his term in that role and will continue in church leadership in the Trustee and Safety Teams. Thank you all for your service to the church!
We are investigating a new opportunity this year to be coached in a Spiritual Leadership, Inc. project. http://spiritual-leadership.org/. Spiritual Leadership, Inc. has
been serving the United Methodist Church and other organizations for 15 years.
I’ve been participating and learning about their ministry for the past two years and
have been impressed by the team leadership they empower. This requires team members; so please prayerfully
consider your ability to participate. The initial team will be limited in number, but we would love to have wide participation in the work. If you’re new to our church, we need your perspective. If you’re a veteran of our church, we
need your wisdom. SLI facilitates authentic round-table conversations where we learn from each other and can
work together to move our church into its next stage of growth.
The purpose of the project is to develop a new generative approach to organizing and leading ministries, driving for
a new level of missional effectiveness. The project scope will include coaching to facilitate the following:
•

Build a team of spiritual leaders, through loving, learning and leading (L3) in covenant together

•

Design/reinvent/or adjust the existing systems to become generative and by building a family of Ministry Action Plans that clarify context, values, mission, vision, and strategies

•

Live into the new culture by solving adaptive problems, communicating and building trust, by shepherding generative systems and continuing to reflect on our work, adjusting and doing the work of ministry

This initial project will include twelve 8-hour sessions, at roughly monthly intervals plus other meetings as needed
to facilitate the start of the team and work to help rollout a new perspective. Each meeting will incorporate elements of the L3 culture, spiritual formation, leadership development, and building and implementing a model for
organizational change. Each participant will contribute to build a new leadership culture, one using the God given
gifts and graces of everyone involved.
We will have an introductory meeting on January 20 after worship. Please come with questions and curiosity. All
questions are good questions! I look forward to growing together in our ability to serve as the body of Christ.
May this new year be blessed. May each of us grow in our faith and love of God, and may we grow together as the
people of God serving in Leiper’s Fork.
Your servant,
Pastor Betty
pastor@hillsboroumc.com
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Happy New Year! We are grateful for your generosity throughout the Christmas season and
for your consistent support.
Hillsboro UMC is an incredible We have two weekly
church family, and we are
Bible Studies: 9:30 a.m.
blessed to be with you.
on Mondays and 6:00
p.m. on Wednesdays.
Thank you!
Each of these Bible
Pastor Betty & Kevin Keenan
study groups provides a snack meal, prayer time,
and group study. Everyone is welcome!

Join one of our weekly
Bible Studies!

Send a Card to Someone in Need

The Nurture Team has set up a table in the back
corner of the fellowship hall with blank greeting
cards, the church directory, and the prayer list.
The Tuesday evening Discipleship 1 Group meets
We encourage our church family to stop by the
table and write a card to someone who could use from 6:00—8:30 p.m. each Tuesday evening at the
a word of encouragement. We will take care of
church.
postage. If you know of anyone in our church
family who needs a little extra tending, please let
the Nurture Team know by emailing or calling Kristy Robinson Kristybrobinson@me.com, 615-397-1078.

The Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork meet each Friday morning at 6:30
a.m. for prayer, fellowship, and study. All men of the church and community are welcome to join us.

Would you like to talk to Pastor Betty?
Would you like to request prayer for yourself or for
someone that you know?
Call, text, or email
Office 615/595-0155 – Cell 615/428-3053
pastor@hillsboroumc.com

On Friday, January 4th, The Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork will serve
lunch to the homeless at Community Care Fellowship in Nashville. We
will leave the church at 10:00 a.m. and return around 1:30 p.m.
Please let Troy Waugh know if you can serve: troywaugh@gmail.com
or 615-476-4784.

The PEN Club (Pray, Explore, Nourish) will not meet in January. However, the club WILL meet Wednesday, February 20th at 9:30 a.m. at
the church. At the February meeting, we will pack more Hygiene Bags
and Food Bags to share with the Community Care Fellowship. Thank
you to the people who so generously donated money to support the
PEN Club with this service project that will help so many.
Call or email Carol Johnston (615-294-0454, csj849@gmail.com) for
more information or to let her know you’ll be there.
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Check Out the Church Website
If you miss church, you can listen
to the sermon via the church website: http://hillsboroumc.com. You
can sign up for youth meals, and
you can also make an offering or
donation to the church through
the website.

Youth Information and News
Happy New Year
from HUMC Youth!
It is crazy to me that
it is 2019! Time has
gone by so quickly
ever since I moved
here to Tennessee
and began getting to
know all you wonderful people here
at Church. I suppose it really is true that time flies when
you're having fun, because 2018 really has been a very
fun and exciting year!
In 2018 we completed a Confirmation Class, as well as
continued regular meetings for kids of all ages. We're
always learning about our faith and getting to know our
awesome God more and more. It’s so good! We've gone
on several retreats, camps and local outings which teach
us how to live in the world while representing Jesus. We
had a super fun VBS and a very successful mission trip
all thanks to the many volunteers who helped in so
many ways to make all the pieces come together. Thank
you so much, Church!
My favorite part about 2018 here at HUMC was just being able to witness the growth. Growth not only in numbers, but in the quality of relationships that exist because of this church. We really are a family. And of
course I'm most excited about the growth in our faith.
As we press into God together, our love for him and desire for his Kingdom is ever increasing.
Overall, God has been so very good to us this year, and
his faithfulness never ends which is why I am pumped
for 2019. We will continue to seek the Lord and his desires for the youth of HUMC. There will be more opportunities to be involved, to learn and grow, to serve and
to have a ton of fun. I can't wait to see what God wants
to do this year!
The first big event of 2019 for Youth is the "Warmth in
Important Dates for January 2018
Winter" retreat which is Feb. 1 - 3 at the Gaylord Opryland Hotel and Convention Center. It will be an incrediSunday, January 6th—Worship Committee meeting after the
ble weekend of fellowship, fun, inspirational speakers
11 o’clock worship service
and workshops, as well as times of experiencing the
January 13th—Youth Council meeting after the 11 o’clock
presence of God through prayer and worship. This event
worship service
is for Jr. High and Sr. High students. If you are interest2:30—4:30 p.m.—Lay Leadership Training Meeting at Columed, please contact me at (320) 444-5294 or youthminisbia First UMC
try@hillsboroumc.com.
January 20th—Spiritual Leadership Inc. Information Session—after the 11 o’clock worship service (approx. 90 minutes
~Kevin~
or less)
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Bible Memory Verses for January 2019

Weekly Schedule

January is a time of starting fresh—a time
of new things. This month we will memorize two Bible verses that have to do with
new life in Christ. Here are this month’s
verses:

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old
things passed away; behold, new things have come.
~Corinthians 5:17~

But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the
Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.
~Romans 7:6~

All meetings/groups take place at the church unless
otherwise stated

Sundays
9:00—9:45 a.m. Contemplative Worship Service
10:00 a.m.—Sunday School
11:00 a.m.—Worship Service
11:00 a.m.—Children’s Church
5:00—7:00 p.m.— Senior Youth Group
6:00—7:00 p.m.—Leip for Joy Gospel Hour at Puckett’s in Leiper’s Fork

Mondays
9:30-11:00 a.m.—Bible Study
6:00 p.m.—Cub Scouts

Tuesdays

Staff and Worship Team

6:00—8:30 p.m. Disciple 1 Bible Study

Rev. Betty Proctor-Bjorgo, Pastor
Kevin Keenan, Director, Children and Youth Ministries
Gladys Johnson, Administrative Assistant
June Johnson, Children’s Church
Charles Craig, Lay Leader
Lori Grasso, Worship Chair
Chris Davis, Piano
Caneta Hankins, Organ
Bill Pope, Song Leader, Guitar
Jay Rogers, Sound

Wednesdays
6:00—7:30 p.m.—Elementary Youth
6:00—7:30 p.m.—Bible Study

Fridays
6:30 a.m.—Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork

Greeter and Usher Schedule
1st Sunday
(Communion)

2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday

4th Sunday

5th Sunday

Troy
Waugh

Lenny
Grasso

Ron
Johnston

Roy Snow

Pete
Ciarleglio

Tony Jones

Curtis
Stewart
Scott
Robinson

Blake Fox

Scott
Robinson

Curtis
Stewart

4—Phyllis Normandin

18—Dot Harmon

7—Carla Lankford Anderson 18—Monta Jones

Tony Jones

7—Betty Glenn

20—Ben Blackburn

8—Natalie Watson

20—Jeb Blackburn

11—Hannah Johnston

20—Amy Burrus

Kevin
Dakin

Jonathan
Hughes

11—Naomi Judd

26—Mary Elizabeth Clark

12—Gina Pittman

26—Mattea Gernentz

Kris
Gernentz

Ron
Johnston

Bill
Jorgensen

13—Siler Blackburn

26—Carter Griffin

13—David Keedy

26—Clark O’Byrne

Jonathan
Hughes

Troy
Waugh

Kris
Gernentz

13—Mark McGrady

28—Catie Latham

15—Mimi Johnston

30 –John Gibson
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Shrek the Sheep and Why We All Need a Shepherd

Trustees' Report

This is Shrek the sheep.
He became famous several years ago when he
was found after hiding
out in caves for six
Parsonage:
years. Of course, during
A new stove for the parsonage kitchen was donatthis time his fleece grew
ed
without anyone there to shorn (shave) it. When he was
New quartz counter tops and sink were installed
finally found and shaved, his fleece weighed an amazing
All new energy efficient windows
sixty pounds. Most sheep have a fleece weighing just under ten pounds, with the exception usually reaching
New washing machine
fifteen pounds, maximum. For six years, Shrek carried six
New dehumidifier
times the regular weight of his fleece—simply because he
New custom built-in vanity and storage cabinet
was away from his shepherd.
A new ice maker installed in the refrigerator
In the past few months, the Trustees have overseen the
following improvements and repairs to the church and
parsonage:

Dead bolts were installed, and all doors were rekeyed to match, and another lock was repaired
New blinds on several windows.
Miscellaneous painting, hauling, plumbing repair

Church and Church Grounds:
New gutters on Pavilion with special drainage to
take water to the Rain Garden so water will
not run onto the neighbors' lots behind the
Pavilion.
Graded and added gravel to parking lot
Remodeled rest rooms
Refinished and repaired inside and outside doors
Plaster repaired in the vestibule
Someone was hired to deep clean sanctuary on
quarterly basis.
A lock to the back door of the church was also
repaired
A special thank you to the Trustees that worked on
these projects, and also a special thank you to Allen
Webb (who is in the Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork group)
who did a lot of the work.

This reminds me of John 10 when Jesus compares Himself
to a shepherd, and His followers are His sheep. Maybe
it’s a stretch, but I think Shrek is much like a person who
knows Jesus Christ but has wandered. If we avoid Christ’s
constant refining of our character, we’re going to accumulate extra weight in this world—a weight we don’t
have to bear.
When Shrek was found, a professional sheep shearer
took care of Shrek’s fleece in twenty-eight minutes.
Shrek’s sixty pound fleece was finally removed. All it took
was coming home to his shepherd.
I believe Christ can lift the burdens we carry, if only we
stop hiding. He can shave off our ‘fleece’—that is, our self
-imposed burdens brought about by wandering from our
Good Shepherd.
“Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I
will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from
Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and my burden is
light.” Matthew 11:28-30
Christian, let Jesus shear off your extra baggage. Give it
to Him and let Him take control.

Submitted by Sheryl Waugh, 2018 Trustees

~From the “Christians Are Us” website~
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