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A NOTE FROM PASTOR BETTY
Dear Church Family,
I pray we all found hope this holiday season. I pray we all were the cause of hope.
I suspect many of us are tired as we enter 2021: Tired of caution and isolation and
tensions. Tired of Covid and economic concerns and politics. Tired of how much
we’ve lost. And tired of waiting for “normal.”
Fatigue is a holy place. Grief is a holy
place. It’s precisely in these places that
God is seen most clearly.

This year I’m inviting you to journey
through the Bible with me. I’ve sent out
a daily reading plan and you will be
getting emails every morning that has
the text and a link to an audio version. If you find these emails annoying, simply
opt out. If you find them worth sharing, please do. I’m recording the audio in the
form of a podcast and dividing it into daily segments. Full disclosure, I’m building
this bridge as we walk across it. As of right now, I’ve only completed 16 days; so
my holiday season was spent recording the book of Job.
If you’re familiar with Job, you’ll know this isn’t the most cheerful way to spend
the holidays, but it is one of the most powerful ways to spend it. Job teaches us to
reside in a story that we often can’t understand. In the midst of his pain and grief
and brokenness, Job clung ferociously to his hope in God - to his knowledge that
God is God and there is no other, and furthermore that God is a good God.
The book closes with the observation that “Yahweh blessed the later end of Job
more than his beginning.” I pray as we enter this new year we recognize and receive the blessings that God gives. We are blessed beyond measure to have each
other to journey with. We are blessed to know our redeemer and be privileged to
walk with God. We are blessed to grieve as those who have hope and recognize
our exhaustion as those who receive rest. We are blessed, HUMC, to be a blessing. May our hearts find strength and peace in this season as we live into the
promise of the season to come. Best of all, God is with us.
May God anoint you with peace and purpose.
Pastor Betty

Hillsboro UMC
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Franklin, TN 37064
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Director, Children
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Administrative Assistant
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Would You Like to Talk
with Pastor Betty or
Request Prayer?
Prayer can make such a difference, and we all need special
prayer at times in our lives. If
you would like to talk with Pastor Betty or request prayer for
yourself or for someone you
know, please call, text, or email.
Office 615/595-0155
Cell 615/428-3053

pastor@hillsboroumc.com
Hillsboro United Methodist Church Newsletter, January 2021 - page 1

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Worship Team for Live
Streaming Services
Rev. Betty L. Proctor,
Pastor
Kevin Keenan, Director,
Children and Youth Ministries—Guitar, Vocals
Chris Davis, Piano, Vocals
Lori and Millie Grasso,
Vocals

We have two weekly opportunities for you to fellowship and worship with our church family.
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
The Sunday Worship Service is streamed live every Sunday at 11:00 a.m. On some Sundays, we will
meet in person (masks and social distancing required) in and around the Pavilion. Look for an email
from Pastor Betty with more information. All services are live streamed.
MONDAY BIBLE STUDY (ZOOM)
Monday mornings at 9:30 a.m., join us for the “Cooperating with God” Zoom Bible Study based on
The Upper Room. Pastor Betty will send an email with the Zoom invitation and information for you
to join the meeting. The January/February issue is on the side porch of the church.
The Sunday Worship Service can be found at the following links:

K.C. Martin, Vocals,
Saxophone, Keyboards

http://hillsboroumc.com/

Allan Waugh, Technician

https://www.facebook.com/LFHUMC/

Gus Laux, Technician

or

Chris Coburn, Percussion

https://hillsboro-umc.freeonlinechurch.com/

or

Mackenzie Proctor-Bjorgo,
Tech Assistant
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READING THE BIBLE IN A YEAR
In 2021, we will be reading through the Bible together. Each month we
will print the month’s readings in this newsletter, and Pastor Betty will
email it to each person who would like to receive it. You will be able to
read it for yourself or listen to it.
Here are the readings for the next few weeks.

Friday, January 1—Genesis 1-3
Saturday, January 2—Genesis 4—7
Sunday, January 3—Genesis 8—11
Monday, January 4—Job 1—5
Tuesday, January 5—Job 6—9
Wednesday, January 6—Job 10—13
Thursday, January 7—Job 14—16
Friday, January 8—Job 17—20
Saturday, January 9—Job 21—23
Sunday, January 10—Job 24—28
Monday, January 11—Job 29—31
Tuesday, January 12—Job 32—34
Wednesday, January 13—Job 35—37
Thursday, January 14—Job 38—39
Friday, January 15—Job 40—42
Saturday, January 16—Genesis 12—15
Sunday, January 17—Genesis 16—18
Monday, January 18—Genesis 19—21
Tuesday, January 19—Genesis 22—24
Wednesday, January 20—Genesis 25—26
Thursday, January 21—Genesis 27—29
Friday, January 22—Genesis 30—31
Saturday, January 23—Genesis 32—34
Sunday, January 24—Genesis 35—37
Monday, January 25—Genesis 38—40
Tuesday, January 26—Genesis 41—42
Wednesday, January 27—Genesis 43—45
Thursday, January 28—Genesis 46—47
Friday, January 29—Genesis 48—50
Saturday, January 30—Exodus 1—3
Sunday, January 31—Exodus 4—6
Here are the first few readings for February—in case you get especially
amibitious!
Monday, February 1—Exodus 7—9
Tuesday, February 2—Exodus 10—12
Wednesday, February 3—Exodus 13—15
Thursday, February 4—Exodus 16—18
Friday, February 5—Exodus 19—21
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Ways to Give to Our
Church
The church has continued
to serve both our members and the community
during the past months of
isolation and social distancing. With a new year
beginning, please do what
you can in order to keep
our church’s programs
and missions strong:

Online: Go to http://
hillsboroumc.com/give,
and then follow the directions.
Mail: You can mail a check
to:

Hillsboro UMC
5313 Old Hwy 96
Franklin, TN
37064
Text: 833-972-0540. Then
type GIVE and the
Amount. The toll free
number is only for HUMC.
The first time you will get
a link to sign up. After
that, just text “give” and
the amount you want to
give.

New Year’s Resolutions
The Praying Men of
Leiper’s Fork meet each
Friday morning at 6:45
a.m. for fellowship.
Then, from 7:00—8:00
a.m., they have prayer
and discussion. All men
in the church and community are welcome to
be a part of this men’s
group.

Do you enjoy writing? Do you
have something to share with
our church?
Adults, youth, and children are
invited to submit ideas, poems,
photos of church-related activities, testimonies, devotions, or
stories for our HUMC Newsletter.
Send your submissions via email
to Carol Johnston at
csj849@gmail.com.

Yes, it’s that time again. It is the time of year when we usually commit ourselves to several worthy goals. We do this because we want to make our lives and faith better. We
want to improve, and that is a worthy goal. Most of our resolutions revolve around
money, health, and family.
While these are worthy goals, what would it look like if you could set the resolutions
for the church or your family? I would venture to say that we would set a much more
rounded, holistic set of resolutions. As I reflected on this question, I came up with a list
that I think is a good start. It is not perfect by any means, but these are the things I
would like to see myself and others focus on.
• Pray more – 1 Thessalonians 5:17.
• Invest in your God-given talents – 1 Timothy 4:14-15; Matthew 25:14-30.
• Get more intentional about evangelism – 1 Corinthians 9:19-23.
• Care for yourself spiritually – Philippians 3:12-16; Mark 6:31; Exodus 20:8-11.
• Be willing to make the tough decisions – Acts 20:22-24.
• Confront the sin in your life – Heb. 12:1-2.
• Be forgiving of others and myself – Matthew 6:14-15.
• Love people without boundaries – 1 Corinthians 13:1-3.
• Quit comparing myself to others – John 21:20-23; 2 Corinthians 10:12.
• Read more – 2 Timothy 4:9,13.
• Make family a priority – Colossians 3:18-21.
• Stay focused on the Lord and his church – Acts 2:42-47.
• Continue to grow – Ephesians 4:15-16; 2 Peter 3:17-17
• Treat others like I would like to be treated – Matthew 7:12; Isaiah 1:16-17.
• Seek heavenly things above all else – Colossians 3:1-2.
This is a difficult list that could take a lifetime to master, and yet we are called to be
Christ-like in every aspect of our life. Let’s use our resolutions to ensure that we become the best Christian possible.
~Jeff Arnette~
Bulletin Digest

CHILDREN AND
YOUTH WEEKLY
OPPORTUNITIES

Little Things

Sundays: Senior Youth
(grades 6-12)
6:00—8:00 p.m.
(no meal)

The story is told of a giant tree in Colorado which fell to the ground after
having stood majestically on a hill for over 400 years. A mere sapling when
Columbus landed in San Salvador, over the centuries it had been struck by
lightning 14 times, braved great windstorms, and even defied an earthquake. ln the end, however, it was killed by tiny beetles. Boring under the
bark, the beetles chewed away the tree’s mighty fibers until one day that
lordly king of the forest came thundering down.

Wednesdays: Junior Youth
(Pre-K—6th grade)
6:00—7:30 p.m. (no meal)

So, too, apparently insignificant things often make substantial inroads into
our spiritual lives, and if left unchecked, may cause our downfall. The careless word spoken, the prayer time omitted, and the occasional indulgences
are all small things. However, these small things can cause more damage
than we realize.
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One Generation Away has been a
blessing to HUMC families during
the Covid-19 Pandemic
One Generation Away has been a
blessing to HUMC families during
the past year. They have been donating food to our Blessing Box for
months. They also donated a large
amount of food for us to take to
Jellico. Due to the impact of COVID,
the need to help families with food
has been greater than ever. OneGenAway can not do this without
support from all of us. Please keep this organization in your prayers,
and, if possible, go to their website and donate.
~From Glenda Propheter~

REMEMBER THESE HUMC MEMBERS
AND FRIENDS
We have been praying for the continual care and well-being of these
members and friends of Hillsboro
UMC. While they aren’t in an emergency situation, they still need our
prayers.
Most of them are not able to get out
as much as they once did, and the
pandemic has further hampered
their activity. Please pray for these
folks, give them a call, or drop them
a note to let them know how much
they mean to you. Most of them are
in the church’s directory app.

If you have anyone to add to the list,
please let Pastor Betty know. We will
be adding these to the newsletter
each month:


Carolyn Gernentz (Kris
Gernentz’ mother)



John and Lucy Gibson




Betty Glenn (cards please,
hearing issue)
Greta Givens (new # 615-4279394)



Barbara Holt



Monta and Jay Jones



Martha Killebrew





Wilda Moss (cards please,
hearing issue)

Phyllis Normandin
Ruth Shaw (Carol Johnston’s mother)
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Bible Memory
Verses for
January 2021

This month’s memory verses come from some of the
daily Bible readings for this
month. Can you commit
these verses to memory?

And the Lord saw all that
he had made, and it was
very good.
~Genesis 1:31a~
I have set my rainbow in
the clouds, and it will be a
sign of the covenant
between me and the earth.
~Genesis 9:13~
Submit to God and be at
peace with him and
prosperity will come to
you.
~Job. 22:21~

The Village School Christmas Fair
On December 12th, The Village School that meets at Hillsboro UMC held a Christmas Fair for the community.
Under the guidance of their teacher, Katrina Burns, the students were given the opportunity to have a table and
share their goods with folks. They had to work their tables, make their own signage, and keep up with their
sales. They also set aside an amount to give back to the church.

The booths were very creative: get your photo taken with a goat, sales of Fabric Purses, Jars of Slime, Necklaces, Birdhouses, Paintings, Hot Chocolate Mix, Ceramics, Polished Gemstones, and Mulling Spices. There were
treats, a guinea pig to pet, and Christmas music! All in all, it was a great community effort!
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"Blessing Rocks" Dot the Leiper's Fork Landscape
Have you noticed rocks labeled with blessings in and around Leiper's Fork? If so, you have noticed
"Blessing Rocks" placed around the community to bring a smile, hope, peace, joy, and love to people.
At the last HUMC Adaptive Leadership Team training, members were trying to think of a way to bring
good thoughts to community residents during these challenging times. They came up with the idea
of leaving "Blessing Rocks' in public places for people to see. The team also decided not only to
leave labeled rocks with messages, but also to provide buckets of blank rocks and a marker for people to make their own "Blessing Rocks" to "Bless It On" to others.
The rocks and buckets have been our for a couple of weeks and already people are noticing and beginning to ask about them. Feel free to add rocks anywhere in the Fork. Bucket locations are at the
Leiper's Fork Corner Building, the Art Gallery, Puckett's, Hillsboro UMC, and the Leiper's Creek Market. Folks are welcome to take a rock to keep.
The team will continue with the "Blessing Rocks" as long as they are effective in spreading God's
word in our village. The next time you are strolling about, look for them because "Blessings Rock!"
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QUICK REMINDERS
To provide as safe a space as
possible for everyone,
Hillsboro United Methodist Church is now peanutfree.
The Blessing Box is on the
side porch of the church.
Donate non-perishable
food and other items. If
you find yourself in need
of food or other household supplies, please
check the Blessing Box
and take what you need.
Copies of this newsletter and
the current UPPER ROOM
are available on the side
porch of the church next
to the Blessing Box.

THE DAILY GIFT
A local senior citizens’ center
held a New Year’s Eve sock-hop
dance, complete with decorations, food, and a jukebox. The
“hoppers” were mostly in their
70s and 80s. One of the dancers
was less than graceful in his
movements to the music, but he
danced with all his heart while
sporting a huge smile. When
asked why he danced with such
gusto, he replied that he did not
know how many more days he
would have to dance, laugh, and
enjoy himself—certainly not as
many he had already experienced. He intended to make the
most of every day he had.
As I listened to the man’s reply,
I realized that none of us, regardless of our age, knows how

many days we have left. The
Bible tells us that while we are
here, our time is to be spent
making disciples for Jesus Christ
and being his witnesses, loving
one another, praising God in all
ways possible, laughing, living in
peace, and doing good.
How many days have I wasted in
complaining, demanding my
own way, withholding love and
goodness? How many hours
have gone by while I wallowed
in self-pity, plotted revenge, or
pushed others aside to be in
first place? I cannot go back and
retrieve those lost days and
hours, but I can make the most
of THIS day and every day that I
have from now on.
Brenda Shreve, Upper Room

JANUARY WORD SCRAMBLE
(TAKEN FROM THE BIBLE VERSES ON PAGES 5 & 9)

BNAIOWR ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

TEBEENW ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

CAEPE ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

NNCATVOE ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

DOGO ___ ___ ___ ___
LDSCUO ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
ORSPPRTIYE__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

RTAEH ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
BUMTIS ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
GINS ___ ___ ___ ___
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MEMORIZATION CARDS FOR JANUARY BIBLE VERSES
You can print this page, cut out the verses, and place them where you can refer to them often during

the month—on your refrigerator, taped to your bathroom mirror, in your wallet, next to your recliner.
Recite one to yourself throughout the day and before you fall asleep each night. You could make a
family game of reciting them at meal times.

Make memorizing Bible verses a part of your life as a Christian.

And the Lord saw all that he had
made, and it was very good.
~Genesis 1:31a~

I have set my rainbow in the clouds,
and it will be a sign of the covenant
between me and the earth.
~Genesis 9:13~

Submit to God and be at peace with
him; in this way, prosperity will come
to you.
~Job 22:21~
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