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A NOTE FROM PASTOR BETTY
Dear Hillsboro UMC,
We recently sent out a survey asking for your input regarding worship decisions and opportunities. Thank you for responding. We were fairly split regarding in-person worship. Many
people celebrated the ability we’ve had to worship together in the pavilion. Many celebrated the online worship opportunities we’ve had. One respondent said they’re about to
leave the church if we don’t open back up to normal worship. Thank you all for responding.
It’s been difficult to experience the range of responses different churches have to the Covid
-19 pandemic, and so I want to share with you our thinking and decision making.
Our first responsibility is to do no harm. This means to ourselves and others. Our worship
team is predominately composed of volunteers. If you are willing to become one of our
trained volunteers, please let me know. We’d love to have your help. It’s important to all
of us to keep our volunteers and congregants safe.
Our church exists to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. We
disciple through corporate worship and small group discipleship. We currently have a
weekly zoom Bible study, in-person groups for youth and children, and an in-person Friday
morning prayer group. We are transforming the world together through a strong food ministry and connecting with the needs of our neighbors. We are transforming the world together through nurturing our own and each other’s souls so that we can minister as the
body of Christ from a place of emotional health and spiritual authenticity.
Thank you for staying connected during this time. Thank you for your continued support.
Thank you for financially empowering the ministry at Hillsboro. Thank you for speaking
compassion and patience into a culture that is impatient with how different this season is.
We are in this together, and, best of all, God is with us.
We are decorating the sanctuary for Advent and will find ways to open the space up. We
will have our Christmas Eve candlelight service. This year we plan on one service and will
have it outside, weather permitting. This Advent will be different, but the truth of Christ’s
coming will always be the same.
This Advent, I pray we receive the good news of the presence of Jesus Christ in a fresh way.
I pray the abnormalities of this year will give a fresh perspective to the ancient story that
changes everything. Immanuel, God is with us. Let this truth define us.
I’m grateful for each of you and for the love of God that holds us together as one body
through seasons of change and tension and hope and frustration. The joy of the Lord, even
now, is our strength. Happy Advent, Hillsboro. As we acknowledge the difficulties, we
know that this, too, shall pass, but God’s love remains forever.
May God anoint us all with peace.
Pastor Betty
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Rev. Betty L. Proctor

Director, Children
and Youth Ministries
Kevin Keenan

Administrative Assistant
Gladys Johnson

Would You Like to Talk
with Pastor Betty or
Request Prayer?
Prayer can make such a difference, and we all need special
prayer at times in our lives. If
you would like to talk with Pastor Betty or request prayer for
yourself or for someone you
know, please call, text, or email.
Office 615/595-0155
Cell 615/428-3053

pastor@hillsboroumc.com

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Worship Team for Live
Streaming Services
Rev. Betty L. Proctor,
Pastor
Kevin Keenan, Director,
Children and Youth Ministries—Guitar, Vocals
Chris Davis, Piano, Vocals
Lori and Millie Grasso,
Vocals
K.C. Martin, Vocals,
Saxophone, Keyboards

We have two weekly opportunities for you to fellowship and worship with our church family.
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
The Sunday Worship Service is streamed live every Sunday at 11:00 a.m. On some Sundays, we will
meet in person (masks and social distancing required) in and around the Pavilion. Look for an email
from Pastor Betty with more information. All services are live streamed.
MONDAY BIBLE STUDY (ZOOM)
Monday mornings at 9:30 a.m., join us for the “Cooperating with God” Zoom Bible Study based on
The Upper Room. Pastor Betty will send an email with the Zoom invitation and information for you
to join the meeting. The November/December Upper Rooms are available on the side porch of the
church.

The Sunday Worship Service can be found at the following links:

http://hillsboroumc.com/
or

Allan Waugh, Technician
Gus Laux, Technician

https://www.facebook.com/LFHUMC/

or

Chris Coburn, Percussion
Mackenzie Proctor-Bjorgo,
Tech Assistant

“To speak gratitude is
courteous and pleasant, to
enact gratitude is generous
and noble, but to live
gratitude is to touch
Heaven.”
~Johannes A. Gaertner~

https://hillsboro-umc.freeonlinechurch.com/

The Story Behind ‘Silent Night’
The lyrics to Silent Night were written by Josef Mohr, a man whose name was unloved in his home town
of Salzburg. Mohr was one of three illegitimate sons to Anna Schoiberin, while his father, Franz, was a
mercenary soldier who eventually abandoned the family. To make matters worse, Josef’s godfather was
the town executioner.
Perhaps due to his mother’s poverty, the curate of the local Catholic
cathedral took Josef in as a foster child. Josef had a proclivity toward music, which was encouraged by the church, and he eventually decided himself to pursue the priesthood. He was ordained in
1815 and was sent to Oberndorf, just north of Salzburg. There he
met Franz Xaver Gruber, a local schoolteacher who would become
the organist at Old Saint Nicholas Church the following year.
Gruber came from equally humble origins, and he also took comfort
in his music. The friendship of the two is what led to the creation of Silent Night.
Silent Night—or Stille Nacht in the original German—was created because Mohr needed a carol for worship. On Christmas Eve of 1818, Mohr visited Gruber with a poem he had written a few years earlier.
Gruber quickly arranged the song to be played on a guitar with a choir because the church organ was
broken. That evening at Midnight Mass, Gruber strapped on his guitar and led the congregation at St.
Nicholas in the first rendition of Silent Night.
The original arrangement was a bit faster than the slow, reflective version of the song we know today.
But the song was an immediate hit, later being sung by traveling tours and performed before King Frederick William IV of Prussia. Later in the 1800s, the hymn was translated into English and made its way to
America by way of a book called Sunday School Hymnal, though with only three of the original six verses.
Today, Silent Night is perhaps the most famous Christmas carol in history. It has been translated into
most languages, and the Bing Crosby version is the third-bestselling single in history. The song itself
was even declared to be an intangible cultural heritage by UNESCO in 2011.

~Ryan Reeves~
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LIFE’S WINDSHIELD WIPER
One rainy afternoon I was driving along one of the main streets of town,
taking those extra precautions necessary when the roads are wet and
slick. Suddenly, my son, Matthew, spoke up from his relaxed position in
his seat. "Mom, I'm thinking of something."
This announcement usually
meant he had been pondering
some fact for a while, and was
now ready to expound all that
his six-year-old mind had discovered. I was eager to hear.

"What are you thinking?" I
asked.
"The rain," he began, "is like sin,
and the windshield wipers are
like God wiping our sins away."
After the chill bumps raced up my arms, I was able to respond. "That's
really good, Matthew."
Then my curiosity broke in. How far would this little boy take this revelation? So I asked, "Do you notice how the rain keeps on coming? What
does that tell you?"
Matthew didn't hesitate one moment with his answer: "We keep on sinning, and God just keeps on forgiving us." I will always remember this
whenever I turn my wipers on.
In order to see the rainbow, you must first endure some rain.
We must continually come to the Lord and seek His forgiveness.
~Brenda Hunter, Heaven’s Inspirations~

Hillsboro United Methodist Church Newsletter, December 2020 - 3

Ways to Give to Our
Church
The church has continued
to serve both our members and the community
during the past months of
isolation and social distancing. With the end of
the year approaching,
please do what you can in
order to keep our church’s
programs and missions
strong:
Online: Go to http://
hillsboroumc.com/give,
and then follow the directions.
Mail: You can mail a check
to:
Hillsboro UMC
5313 Old Hwy 96
Franklin, TN
37064
Text: 833-972-0540. Then
type GIVE and the
Amount. The toll free
number is only for HUMC.
The first time you will get
a link to sign up. After
that, just text “give” and
the amount you want to
give.

NEWS FROM OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
ing around 5,000 pounds of supplies! It was a
very successful mission and so I just wanted to
say thank you for helping make that happen.

Dear HUMC,
Since I have worked here at HUMC, Thanksgiving
has become synonymous with taking a little mission trip to the small Appalachian town of Jellico,
Tennessee. Every year we are commissioned to
supply turkeys and "fixins" to the many families
there who wouldn't be able to afford the luxury
of a Thanksgiving feast otherwise. And every
year, God provides a way for us to complete the
mission!

The experience, as always, has left me with quite
a wonderful feeling. Serving others always does.
It’s one of those mysterious spiritual truths that
seems to contradict our human instinct of selfpreservation - that a genuine, fulfilling and
lasting joy comes from putting ourselves aside in
order to bless someone else.

It reminds me of a Bible verse that has been on
my mind recently. Proverbs 11:25 says,
"Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and
one who waters will himself be watered."

I think this year was a special one in particular
because of the Covid19 situation that we are facing. It has affected us all in one way or another,
and for Miss Shirley, who runs the food distribution ministry there in Jellico, it has resulted in a
lack of supplies on her shelves. So God stirred
our hearts to bring as much as possible this year.

I really just want to brag on our congregation for
a minute because I feel that we answered that
call of God, and together we've made a big impact on the fine people of Jellico.
Thanks to you, our congregation, and your various donations, and thanks to our mission team
(shout out to Cheryl Anderson, Janie Ward and
Stella Schultz!), we delivered 140 turkeys along
with mashed potatoes, cranberries, and rolls for
a Thanksgiving feast, and we also brought a pallet of self rising flour, various canned goods and
other non perishables, as well as a plethora of
clothing all to be given out over the coming winter months. I estimate that we ended up deliver-

The Bible is the Word of God and it is filled with
wisdom and insights into these mysterious spiritual truths. Although I don't fully understand it, I
trust that it is true; firstly, because it is indeed
the Word of God and secondly, because I have
experienced it myself.
So moving forward into this Christmas season, I
encourage all of us (myself included) to keep
looking for ways to bless others so that we ourselves may be truly enriched. God is so good.
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~Kevin~

HILLSBORO UMC CELEBRATES
ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY
On Sunday, November 1st, HUMC observed All Saints’ Sunday
during the morning worship service. The service included
special music, Pastor Betty’s message, and candle lighting in
memory of special saints in the lives of our members.

All Saints Day is an opportunity to give thanks for all
those who have gone before
us in the faith. It is a time to
celebrate our history.

Kevin Keenan, Chris Davis, Millie Grasso, Chris Coburn, and Richard Starkey
during Worship in the Pavilion on Sunday November 1, 2020

Chris Davis sang a new arrangement of an old
favorite hymn during Worship on 11/1/2020

From the early days of Christianity, there is a sense that
the Church consists of not
only all living believers, but
also all who have gone before us. We remember that
a "great cloud of witnesses"
surrounds us, encourages us,
and cheers us on.

Carol Fager lights a candle during the time when all were
invited to come forward to light candles in remembrance
of “saints” in their lives.
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Heart Changes
The Praying Men of
Leiper’s Fork meet in
the pavilion each Friday
morning at 6:45 a.m. for
fellowship. Then, from
7:00—8:00 a.m., they
have prayer and discussion. All men in the
church and community
are welcome to be a
part of this men’s group

..

Do you enjoy writing? Do you
have something to share with
our church?

If people are to become like Jesus there
must be heart changes. The result of these
changes of heart will be changes in our behavior. The heart change is what gives
room for God to
work in our life. Realizing certain truths
helps us to change
our heart. We must
learn from our Bible
study that we are redeemed from sin. We
belong to God. Our salvation is by, in, and
though Jesus. He loves us infinitely and
wants us to go to heaven. He is our everpresent Helper, and He will never leave nor
forsake us. “Let not mercy and truth forsake you; Bind them around your neck;
Write them on the tablet of your
heart.” (Proverbs 3:3)

CHILDREN AND
YOUTH WEEKLY
OPPORTUNITIES
Sundays: Senior Youth
(grades 6-12)
6:00—8:00 p.m. (no meal)

Wednesdays: Junior Youth
(Pre-K—6th grade)
6:00—7:30 p.m. (no meal)

~Charles Box~

Adults, youth, and children are
invited to submit ideas, poems,
photos of church-related activities, testimonies, devotions, or
stories for our HUMC Newsletter.
Send your submissions via email
to Carol Johnston at
csj849@gmail.com.

SEEK FIRST TO UNDESTAND,
THEN BE UNDERSTOOD
Stephen Covey was an American educator, author, businessman, and keynote speaker. His
most famous book is entitled, “The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People.” This book highlights
seven ways people can be more effective in life, work, or their profession as they seek to
hone their craft. Habit #5 is: Seek first to understand, then be understood. We are currently
in the midst of a society where members are wanting to be heard.
We continue to see people from all walks of life desiring someone to talk to and seeking
someone to listen to what they have to say. While some may see this as a challenge, Christians should see this as an opportunity! We too, have a message that we want to share. That
message is the message of Jesus Christ. When people are heard, they will listen!
The first step to becoming a Christian is “hearing” what Scripture says when it comes to
building our faith. Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God.” We must “listen” to what God has to say by reading and/or hearing His words.
Proverbs’ central theme is based on the idea that wisdom is grounded in the fear of the Lord
(Proverbs 1:7). The point is this, we must seek to understand God by listening to what He has
to say, and we must work on growing a relationship with Him by wanting to know more
about His wisdom. Proverbs 4:7 says, “The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom, and
whatever you get, get insight.”

The idea of “listening” to gain information is a valuable tool. We are expected to transfer this
principle as we explain to others that Jesus is the answer (John 16:33). It is up to us to listen
to the needs of others and then explain Jesus is the answer. We must put aside our own autobiography and listen to the concerns and needs of others so we can have informat ion

from them to point them to Christ. Let us listen to others so we can share Jesus.
~Allen Jones~
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Answers on
page 10

Bible Memory
Verses for
December 2020

December is a time of joy because
of Jesus’ birth. As you read these
Bible verses, think of God’s gifts to
us—not only the gift of God’s Son
but the beautiful world in which we
live. On page 11 are cut-out cards of
these verses that you can use for
memorization.

REMEMBER THESE HUMC MEMBERS
AND FRIENDS
We have been praying for the continual care and well-being of these
members and friends of Hillsboro
UMC. While they aren’t in an emergency situation, they still need our
prayers.
Most of them are not able to get out
as much as they once did, and the
pandemic has further hampered
their activity. Please pray for these
folks, give them a call, or drop them
a note to let them know how much
they mean to you. Most of them are
in the directory app, except for Carolyn (Kris Gernentz’ mother) and
Ruth (Carol Johnston's mother).

If you have anyone to add to the list,
please let Pastor Betty know. We will
be adding these to the newsletter
each month:


Carolyn Gernentz (out of
town)



John and Lucy Gibson



Betty Glenn (cards please,
hearing issue)



Greta Givens (new # 615-4279394)



Barbara Holt



Monta and Jay Jones



Martha Killebrew



For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only son,
that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have
eternal life.
~John 3:16~
When I consider your heavens,
the work of your fingers, the
moon and the stars, which you
have set in place, what is man
that you are mindful of him, the
son of man that you care
for him?
~Psalm 8:4-5~

Wilda Moss (cards please,
hearing issue)



Phyllis Normandin



Ruth Shaw (out of town)
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Pastor Betty sharing
her message during
Sunday Worship in the
Pavilion

HALLOWEEN TRUNK OR TREAT AND FULL MOON SERVICE
The first HUMC “Full Moon Gathering” was held on October 31st. Since that was also Halloween, a time of
“Trunk or Treat” was held for the children. Local families enjoyed the six trunks with lots of treats as well as
the roaring fires. Kevin, as Rocketman, and Pastor Better, as Ruth Bader Ginsberg, entered into the festivities.
Music was provided by the Grassos, Kevin Keenan, Rebecca Correia, and JT Hodges with his “backup singers”
for listening and dancing. Pastor Betty gave us some thoughts to contemplate. The full moon was absolutely
breathtaking and lit the way for all!
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and the current UPPER
ROOM are available on
the side porch of the
church next to the Blessing Box.

Look for more information
about decorating the
church for Advent. We
will also be sending information about the
Christmas Eve service as
we get closer to that
time.

We would like to continue
this project through December. With winter coming, let’s think warm and
cozy. Canned soups, chili,
stews, and treats like
cookies. Thank you again
for all you have donated
for the last nine months.
HUMC’s Blessing Box provides food and other
items for local families in need.

From: Glenda Propheter

5.
6.

Copies of this newsletter

Answers to Christmas Trivia quiz on p. 7

side porch of the church.
Donate non-perishable
food and other items. If
you find yourself in need
of food or other household supplies, please
check the Blessing Box
and take what you need.

1.

The Blessing Box is on the

I am very proud to say
HUMC helped make
Thanksgiving a little better for eight local families.
With your donations, we
were able to deliver a turkey, deer meat, and all the
trimmings for a Thanksgiving meal. The families
were very appreciative and
sent their thanks to you.

7.
8.
9.
10.

as possible for everyone,
Hillsboro United Methodist Church is now peanut-free.

Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen,
Comet, Cupid, Donner, Blitzen – and
Rudolph
Magic hat
Whoville
Red Ryder Carbine Action 200-shot
Range Model air rifle

To provide as safe a space

BLESSING BOX NEWS

2.
3.
4.

QUICK REMINDERS

Buddy
The Ghost of Christmas Past, the
Ghost of Christmas Present, and the
Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come
Elvis Presley
Eleven pipers piping
Twice
Underneath the mistletoe

DECEMBER WORD SCRAMBLE
Have you noticed our HUMC
logo? A few years ago when
we were designing t-shirts
for the Fall Festival and then
VBS, Jeff Sowell suggested
that we come up with a simple logo that we could use
long-term and in a variety of
ways. Jeff developed this
one. Thanks to Jeff for
providing HUMC with such a
a beautiful and meaningful
logo!

(TAKEN FROM THE BIBLE VERSES ON PAGES 7 & 11)
EEVASHN ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

SNO ___ ___ ___

ONMO ___ ___ ___ ___

GINSERF ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

NIDFULM ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

RATSS___ ___ ___ ___ ___

SHRIPE___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

CRAE___ ___ ___ ___

FILE___ ___ ___ ___

EALPC ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

DROWL ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

REEWOVH ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
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MEMORIZATION CARDS FOR DECEMBER BIBLE VERSES
You can print this page, cut out the verses, and place them where you can refer to them often during

the month—on your refrigerator, taped to your bathroom mirror, next to your recliner. Recite one to
yourself throughout the day and before you fall asleep each night. You could make a family game of
reciting them at meal times.

Make memorizing Bible verses a part of your life as a Christian.
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