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September 2020

Dear Hillsboro UMC,

I hope and pray we are each living this season in a manner that brings us closer to God and to each other.
This month we will welcome The Village School to our campus during the week days. We are also praying
and discerning about a monthly evening worship service on full moon
nights. John Wesley would call full moon prayer gatherings when he
was practicing itinerant ministry. Traveling in rural areas at that time
there were no street lamps, so a full moon night offered illumination for
travel. On our local country roads, the same scenario still holds. If you
are interested in being part of this project, please let me know!

This month the Tennessee Conference will be having our Annual Conference meeting. You can find information and access here: https://
www.tnumc.org/ac2020/
We have much to
rejoice over in our
church and world
right now and
much to keep in
prayer. Several of our congregation are fighting cancer, dealing with isolation, or concerned about loved
ones. Please continue to reach out to each other and
to all of your loved ones. In times of fear we know
peace. In times of isolation we know the love that binds us all. In times of broken communities, we worship the one who sets all things right.
I pray you each continue to be a blessing to all around you and remain rooted in the love of Jesus Christ.
Thank you for your faithfulness.
Sincerely,
Pastor Betty
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HUMC and GraceWorks Ministries, Inc.
GraceWorks Ministries, Inc. has
as their mission: “Neighbor serving neighbor, by the power of
God’s grace.” In Franklin, GraceWorks provides a thrift store,
family support, instructional
programs, seasonal needs, and
hunger prevention.
GraceWorks follows the instructions Jesus gave us in
John 13:34: A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.
One of the ways that we at HUMC provide support to
GraceWorks is through our Communion Offering which
is designated to them.

The Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork will meet in the pavilion
each Friday morning at 6:45 a.m. for fellowship, and then
have prayer and discussion from 7-8.
We will be serving lunch to the homeless at Community Care
Fellowship in Nashville on Friday, September 4th. We will
leave the church at 10:00 a.m. and return around 1:00 p.m.
Because of Covid concerns, we recommend that participants
be under the age of 60 and without any serious medical conditions.

Would You Like to Talk with Pastor Betty
or Request Prayer?
Prayer can make such a difference, and we all need special
prayer at times in our lives. If
you would like to talk with Pastor Betty or request prayer for
yourself or for someone you
know, please call, text, or email.
Office 615/595-0155 – Cell 615/428-3053

pastor@hillsboroumc.com

Have you watched
“Thursday Thoughts” yet?
Each Thursday, our Worship Team, led by Pastor
Betty, provides a “Thursday Thoughts” program
via livestreaming. It
is available at 11:00
a.m. Pastor Betty
sends out an email
each Wednesday
evening with the
links to watch it. “Thursday Thoughts” is a
chance to think about “How is it with your soul?”
Also, Kevin shares his music—often with original
songs. Join us this Thursday!

Quick Reminders









Collections for the
To provide as safe a space as possible for everyone, Hillsfour weeks of August
boro United Methodist Church is now peanut-free.
total slightly over
$20,000.00 which is
Sunday, September 6th, at 10:00 a.m., the Worship Serin line with expendivice will be held in the Pavilion. Masks are required, and
tures. Collections for
you may bring your own lawn chair, if you’d like. The serthe year including the
vice will also be livestreamed.
PPE loan total $175,392.18. Expenses total
The Blessing Box is on the side porch of the church. Do$176,19.29. So we are only slightly down for the
nate non-perishable food and other items. If you find
year. All in all, it has been a good year to
yourself in need of food or other household supplies,
date. Thanks for all that each of you do to keep
please check the Blessing Box and take what you need.
our wonderful Church alive and well during
these unsettling times.
Copies of this newsletter are available on the side porch
of the church.

Lucy Gibson: Chair, Finance Team
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September Youth News
Happy September HUMC!
September is like the bridge between summer and fall, a
time to be thankful for what the previous season has
been and a hopefulness about what the next season will
be. I’m very thankful that during the summer we were
able to get back to having Sr. Youth Group and Jr. Youth
Group in person at church! After a long time of doing
youth group virtually, it is so good to have that back. I’m
hopeful that this next season will bring more opportunities for us as a church to meet together. Not everything is
back to “normal”, but I’m thankful for patience as we head in the right direction.
Speaking of patience, I believe that is something that God has been teaching me about lately. I don’t know
about you, but I struggle with patience. When it gets into my mind that something ought to happen, I
want that thing to happen immediately. For example, right now I am shopping for a new car. I’m finding
myself almost constantly scrolling through used car websites. I’ve become completely obsessed with finding a new car as if my life could proceed no further until I’ve found it. It consumes so much of my mind
and honestly it’s stressful. The truth is that impatience is what’s stressful. Because I really don’t need to
be stressed, all my basic needs are met, I even have a vehicle to get around in; it’s just a bit of a rough
ride. So it’s not an unmet need that is
causing me stress; it’s my impatience.
Maybe that’s the way it is with many of
us during this seemingly unending Covid19 situation. It just keeps dragging on,
and I know it’s driving some of us totally
bonkers. It’s tempting to feel like life can
proceed no further until things get back
to “normal.” It’s tempting to become obsessed with everything that’s happening
in the news. It’s tempting to give in to impatience and let our lives be ruled by anxiety and stress. But I urge you not to give
in to that temptation. Instead, seek to
spend your time in thanksgiving for the
life that God has given. Seek things that
bring you a sense of fulfillment and joy. Turn off your TV, go outside, paint a picture, sing a song, call a
friend, plant a flower, pet a dog, climb a tree, bake a cake, learn to dance!
“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”
~Romans 12:12~
Kevin Keenan
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Bible Memory Verses for September 2020
When we are faced with decisions, we are to go to God,
study scriptures, pray, and
seek wisdom from God. Here
are Bible verses to guide us.

Weekly Schedule
We have three weekly opportunities for you to fellowship and worship with our church family.

The heart of man plans his way, but
the Lord establishes his steps.
~Proverbs 16:9~
I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should
go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you.
~Psalm 32:8~
For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come
knowledge and understanding.
~Proverbs 2:6~

Worship Team for Live Streaming Services
Rev. Betty Proctor, Pastor
Kevin Keenan, Director, Children and Youth Ministries
Chris Davis, Piano and Vocals

Blake Fox, Technician
Gus Laux, Technician
K.C. Martin, Piano, Saxophone, and Vocals
Allan Waugh, Sound

Ways to Give to Our Church

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
The Sunday Worship Service is streamed live every
Sunday at 10:00 a.m. On some Sundays, we will meet
in person (masks and social distancing required) in
and around the Pavilion. Look for an email from Pastor Betty with more information. All services are
livestreamed.

MONDAY BIBLE STUDY (ZOOM)
Monday mornings at 9:30 a.m., join us for the
“Cooperating with God” Zoom Bible Study based on
The Upper Room. Pastor Betty will send an email
with the Zoom invitation and information for you to
join the meeting. The September/October Upper
Rooms are available on the side porch of the church.

THURSDAY THOUGHTS

The church has continued to serve both our members
and the community during the past few months of iso- Each Thursday, HUMC provides a livestreamed devolation and social distancing. Here are ways you can give tional, Thursday Thoughts, at 11:00 a.m.
in order to keep our church’s programs and missions
The Sunday Worship Service and the Thursday
strong:
Thoughts devotional can be found at the followOnline: Go to http://hillsboroumc.com/give, and then
follow the directions.
ing links:
Mail: You can mail a check to:
http://hillsboroumc.com/
Hillsboro UMC
or
5313 Old Hwy 96
Franklin, TN 37064
https://www.facebook.com/LFHUMC/
Text: 833-972-0540. Then type GIVE and the Amount.
or
The toll free number is only for HUMC. The first time
you will get a link to sign up. After that, just text “give”
https://hillsboro-umc.freeonlinechurch.com/
and the amount you want to give.
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The Village School Comes to Hillsboro UMC
Beginning September 1, there will be a small, temporary pop-up microschool meeting daily at Hillsboro UMC. Several parents from HUMC
came together to form this pod tutorial experience for their children due to
the COVID19 plans for public schools. Since we are not currently having
church group functions on-site, they asked the HUMC Trustees and then
the HUMC Administrative Board for permission to use our facilities from
September 1 to December 18. We felt that it was a wonderful community
partnership!
The Village School will
have about 16 students,
grades K-4, meeting
Pastor Betty with the teacher of The
Mondays – Fridays
Village School, Katrina Burns
from 9:00 am – 2:00 pm
daily. The school has a governing board led by President Kasey
Hodges and has hired Mrs. Katrina Burns for their teacher. The
school has its own insurance and is under the Middle Tennessee
Homeschool Association 501C3. Classes will be held mostly in the
fellowship hall, youth room, and
the pavilion.
Hosting this tutorial school gave us
the opportunity to clean up our
building and update the youth
room. Cabinets have been organized, donations have been made to organizations,
and old, outdated supplies have been discarded. The youth room has had a facelift
with off-white paint, new furniture, and a new rug. The NCA security system has been
serviced and is working well. The fire extinguishers are charged, and the defibrillator
and blood pressure cuff have new batteries. Every once in a while we need to stop
and “take stock” of what we have ---- and we at HUMC can be very proud of our campus!
The first day of school for The Village School!

Of course, the church will still be
open for church business. Our staff
will still work in their offices. The
Food Mission has been moved to the
kitchen and the Blessing Box will still
be available. The “Thursday
Thoughts” will still take place in the
sanctuary. Mostly the 9-2 class time
in the fellowship hall will be respected. Otherwise our facilities are availThe Village School Logo and
able as needed. By the time our
Mascot
church is ready to open back up, the
parents will probably be ready to send their children back to public
The youth room has a fresh new look— paint job, schools. This is only a temporary situation to help our community.
sofa, and rug.
Our church is a vital part of the Hillsboro/Leiper’s Fork community!

We welcome The Village School to HUMC!
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The Dog Days of Summer
At the time of the hottest, most humid part of the summer months, the ancient
Greeks and Romans saw the appearance of the “Dog Star” Sirius, the brightest
star in the constellation Canis Major (Large Dog). Thus, they called them the “Dog
Days of Summer” and knew that summer’s time was limited and soon it would be
cooling off. September is when summer wanes, and we know autumn is on the
way.
It is wonderful that we serve a God that has purposed different times, seasons,
and occasions in our lives. It’s not all summer. It’s not all fall or winter. It’s not all good, but it’s also not all bad. His will is that
we seek to know Him better no matter what is going on in our lives.
During these dog days, how have you deepened your relationship with Him? He is the one that will never change and will always be good (James 1:17)!
~Bulletin Digest~

Being a Good Neighbor During Covid
With the increase in mask wearing and the need for social distancing, people are becoming more isolated than ever before in
our society. People are not talking to each other in public places like they once did. We have real challenges when it comes to
showing the love of Christ during this time. We also face the very real danger of illness when it comes to reaching out to others
and helping those in need.
Let’s remember Jesus’ teaching about loving our neighbor. In reply Jesus said: “A man was
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him
of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going
down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a
Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan,
as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds,
pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he
took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any
extra expense you may have.’ “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise” (Luke 10:30-37).
The Samaritan faced very real barriers to being a good neighbor. Social, racial, physical danger, and financial barriers had to be
overcome in order for him to help the man he found left for dead on the side of the road. It may take more effort than we are
used to, and, in order to stay safe, we may have to be creative, but are we willing to overcome the barriers and be the good
neighbors we are called to be?
~Brad Tolbert~

SEPTEMBER WORD SCRAMBLE
TAREH __ __ __ __ __

ASLPN __ __ __ __ __

SPEST __ __ __ __ __

TERSNUDNAD __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

DSIMWO __ __ __ __ __ __

LEWNOKDEEG __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

ENCLUOS __ __ __ __ __ __ __

TUOHM __ __ __ __ __

TRINSCUT __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

OLDR __ __ __ __

CHATE __ __ __ __ __

TESLBIHSSEA__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
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HUMC Members Participate in the “Chick Chain” - a 4-H Competitive Event - at
the Williamson County Fair
This year, because of COVID19, the Williamson County Fair was not held in person. However, the fair
board held some virtual events and contests. UT Extension also held the 4-H youth livestock events because the young folks had raised their animals and needed to show them. Some of our HUMC members
were involved in these shows.

T.J. With his blue ribbon New
Hampshire Reds

T.J. Williams, son of Jack and
Cathy Williams, is one of 60 youth
who participated in the 4-H Chick
Chain project. In this project, a 4H’er is given twenty-five 2-day-old
baby chicks at the beginning of
March to raise. T.J. received New
Hampshire Reds, a specialty breed
given to experienced poultry
youth. He raised his birds until August 15 when he brought back his
“best 5” birds to the show. Because of his excellent care of the
chickens, he received a blue ribbon for his efforts!
The birds were Cherry Lane Darken and T.J. Williams with
then auctioned
one of T.J.’s prize-winning chickens.
by pens to the
highest bidder. The money raised in the auction goes to
purchase next year’s chicks; thus a “ Chick Chain!” The
Williamson County Chick Chain has been going on since
the 1940s.

This year, HUMC member Cherry Lane Darken bid on
and received T.J.’s New Hampshire Reds. She also purchased some Silver-Laced Wyandottes from Haley Poy4-H’ers not only learn about raising chickens in the “Chick nor, her neighbor. She has also received birds in previChain” program, they also do the hard work involved in ous years from 4-H’er Alivia Haylett, also associated
with HUMC.
raising animals.
The young hens are just beginning to lay by the time of the auction. The first eggs are tiny but will increase
in size as the hens mature.
This project is good for everyone! The 4-H’ers learn about raising chicks, and they get to keep the other 20
chicks they received to use as a business. They can either sell eggs or sell the birds. The buyers get quality
hens who have a good start and are well loved. What a great chain of life!
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Random Acts of Kindness
When life seems difficult and you’re feeling down, one of the quickest ways to feel better is to do something for someone else. The act of helping others is also the best way to help ourselves. The phrase,
“random acts of kindness” refers to the unplanned and unexpected things we do to show kindness to others. Acts of kindness – especially those done without expecting anything in return – are both meaningful
and helpful in our spiritual growth.

There are many Bible verses about the importance
of kindness. Colossians 3:12 tells us: “Therefore, as
God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” Here are 14 ways we
can show kindness during this time of isolation and
need:
1. Provide a meal for a busy family, someone living alone, or an elderly neighbor.
2. Have a “porch visit” (with social distancing) with someone who might be
lonely or simply enjoys being with others.
3. Give a sincere and specific compliment to someone – family member, friend, or stranger.
4. Let someone go in front of you in line (at the store, in traffic, at the DMV).
5. Pay for car behind you in the drive-thru line.
6. Write a thank-you note. The note doesn’t have to be about a gift. Instead, write about how
much that person means to you or about how that person has been a good example for
you.
7. Offer to buy groceries or do other shopping for a senior – or offer to take them shopping.
8. Leave a generous tip for a server or other worker.
9. When you buy fresh fruits and vegetables at the farmers market, buy a few extra to give to
a neighbor.
10. At the grocery store, buy extra non-perishables for the Blessing Box at church.
11. Offer to return someone’s shopping cart for them.
12. Send a care package to a college student, a child, a soldier, or a shut -in.
13. Post only positive and encouraging messages on social media.
14. Write your favorite Bible verse on a card and share it with someone.

Hillsboro United Methodist Church Newsletter, September 2020—8

