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August 2020

Greetings Hillsboro UMC,
I’m thankful for the opportunities July gave us to be together in the pavilion
space as we all continue to pray for an end to the season of COVID. This month
brings fresh reminders of the difference in this year. School will return - but not
to normal. Many teachers, staff, parents, and students are going to have to
adapt to a changing and often stressful environment. We are listening and discerning how we, as a church, can help with the difficulties our parish will be facing with scheduling challenges. Please cover all with prayer and listen for ways
you can be helpful. Bring a meal to a family with children, help coordinate a pen
pal program, lead an afternoon kids’ group in a game of kickball or creek learning, or share with our next generation something you love about life in Leiper’s
Fork. Email Kevin or myself with anything that sparks your imagination. This
season will bring increased social isolation for some and additional scheduling stress for others. We are
the people of God called to serve this parish in this season. We can help.
We’ll continue to adapt weekly to our worship locations. Worship time will be consistent at 10 a.m. August 2nd will be livestreamed only from the sanctuary. It’s a Communion Sunday; so please have your elements ready at home to participate. On August 9th we will meet in the pavilion and are scheduled to have
a creek baptism; so wear your walking shoes and come prepared to celebrate this gift of grace with us.
Following Sundays will be announced as we figure it out.�

August will find us remembering some of the old stories in scripture - from Genesis to Exodus, Jacob to
Moses. We are privileged to have a history that is full of people who lived in real times and real places
through incredible difficulties who bear witness to the redemption of God. This same God continues to
lead God’s people and redeem seemingly hopeless stories. I pray this month and always that we remember the courageous peace of our faith. We serve the great I AM. May we be strong in our redemption and
contagious in our grace.
I’m grateful to serve with you, Hillsboro, and look forward to how God will continue to use us to bless our
community.

We are blessed to be a blessing.

With love,
Pastor Betty
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Ministry opportunity
Prisons are closed to visitors right now. Prisons chaplains have provided an opportunity for us to continue to
send messages of God's love through video. Anyone can
make a 30 second video of support and send it to:
https://4thpurpose.org/visitation2/share-yourmessage/
Knowing that they are remembered by God's people
literally changes lives and generations.

Would You Like to Talk with Pastor Betty
or Request Prayer?
Prayer can make such a difference, and we all need special
prayer at times in our lives. If
you would like to talk with Pastor Betty or request prayer for
yourself or for someone you
know, please call, text, or email.
Office 615/595-0155 – Cell 615/428-3053

pastor@hillsboroumc.com

From The Finance Team
We will be serving lunch to the homeless at Community Care Fellowship in
Nashville on Friday, August 7th. We
will leave the church at 10:00 a.m. and
return around 1:00 p.m. Because of
Covid concerns, we recommend that
anyone over the age of 60 and anyone
with serious medical conditions not
attend with us.

Quick Reminders


To provide as safe a space as possible for everyone, Hillsboro United Methodist Church is now peanut-free.



There is a box with individually packaged face masks on
the side porch of the church. You are welcome to take
what you need. The masks are sewn and donated by
church members as a part of the church ministry.



The Blessing Box is on the side porch of the church. Donate non-perishable food and other items. If you find
yourself in need of food or other household supplies,
please check the Blessing Box and take what you need.



Sunday, August 2nd, Worship is Livestream ONLY at
10:00 a.m.



Sunday, August 9th, Worship will be in the Pavilion and
also Livestream at 10:00 a.m.



Copies of this newsletter are available on the side porch
of the church.

We want to bring everyone up-to-date on where we are
financially since we have finished the first six months of
2020.
We have spent $147,785.11 during the first six months
ending June 30, 2020. Of that, $9,750.00 was for the upgrading of our parking lot and was paid for by money in
savings that was from a gift
a few years ago so it did not
impact our current year
plans. Another $9.500.00
represented bonuses for
Pastor Betty and Kevin.
They were approved for payment and paid early in the
year. Capital Improvement items were budgeted in the
amount of $15,000.00 for the year and $13,794.50 was
spent during the period. We are showing a net loss of
$26,445.00 for the period. This is in line with where we
were at the same time for the prior year.

We received the PPE loan of $22,711.00. You will remember that this loan is a forgivable loan from the government
which if used as directed by July will not need to be repaid.
We have complied with the agreement and it can and will
be applied to the loss shown above
We have budgeted items of approximately $128.000.00 for
the remainder of the year. This computes to roughly
$5,000,00 per week (currently we are receiving about
$4.500.00). Please keep our Church in your prayers as we
maneuver through a very difficult year. With God’s Grace
we can still have a great year.
Lucy Gibson: Chairman, Finance Team
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August Youth News
Dear HUMC!
To be completely honest, I didn't know what to write for the Newsletter this month; so I'm going to share
a story about something that happened to me a couple of weeks ago.
I enjoy exercising but due to Covid-19, the gym I
usually go to has been closed. So I have gotten
into running during the quarantine. One evening
I laced up my spiffy little Nike jogging shoes and
started off down my usual route which takes me
past the county jail. As I approached the jail I
noticed a man standing on the street outside. I
have run this route many times and there is never anybody lingering around in this area, especially at night, so I admit I became a little uneasy
but something told me not to turn back. Then as
I ran past the man (over 6 feet away of course,
keeping my social distance) he waved at me
with a big smile and shouted an honest sentence that I will not soon forget: "Hey man! I
just got out of jail!"

Being a well adjusted and respectable contributor to society (ha ha!), my first instinct was to put as much
distance between myself and this jailbird as possible, but a voice inside of my head which could only be
the voice of the Holy Spirit told me to stop jogging and speak with this man. So I did! His name was James
and he had a sad story to tell. He was homeless and addicted to drugs, he'd been in and out of jail for a lot
of his life, and he had been alienated from most of his friends and family. But even with such a complicated life and even with these heavy burdens, he exuded joy. He couldn't express enough how thankful he
was that he'd been treated well in jail (this time), and that he was now free and had another chance to
turn his life around. I was so taken off guard by his positivity and hopefulness. I stood in the street and
talked with him for about 15 minutes before his son pulled up to pick him up. I asked if we could pray together before he left, and he said "Of course!" (Nobody ever says no to being prayed for; I should ask
more often.) Then he got in the car and drove away—a free man.
My encounter with James gave me a lot to think about. He had such a broken and scattered life, and yet
he was able to remain so positive about what the future could be like. Gosh! Isn't that so relevant to the
times in which we find ourselves? It seems like the world has gone crazy! Like honestly, what is happening?! Our lives have been turned upside down, and I very truthfully don't know what the future holds. But
if I learned one thing from James that night, it is that all is not lost. We're still here, and we can choose to
keep pressing on towards a better tomorrow. We can keep seeking God - His goodness, love and grace;
And we can keep spreading peace and love towards everyone we encounter.

"If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone." ~Romans 12:18~
Kevin Keenan
Hillsboro United Methodist Church Newsletter, August 2020—3

Bible Memory Verses for August 2020
In Worship this month, we will be
hearing Old Testament stories from
the Bible. So our Bible verses this
month come from the Old Testament. Will you memorize all three?

Weekly Schedule
We have three weekly opportunities for you to Fellowship and worship with our church family.

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does
the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and
to walk humbly with your God. ~Micah 6:8~
I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin
against you. ~Psalm 119:11~

Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow
weary; they will walk and not be faint. ~Isaiah 40:31~

Worship Team for Live Streaming Services
Rev. Betty Proctor, Pastor
Kevin Keenan, Director, Children and Youth Ministries
Chris Davis, Piano and Vocals

Blake Fox, Technician
Gus Laux, Technician
K.C. Martin, Piano, Saxophone, and Vocals
Allan Waugh, Sound

Ways to Give to Our Church
During this time of social distancing and isolation, the
church continues to serve both our members and the
community. Here are ways you can give in order to
keep our church’s programs and missions strong:
Online: Go to http://hillsboroumc.com/give, and then
follow the directions.
Mail: You can mail a check to:

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
The Sunday Worship Service is streamed live every
Sunday at 10:00 a.m. On some Sundays, we will meet
in person (masks and social distancing required) in
and around the Pavilion. Look for an email from Pastor Betty with more information. All services are
livestreamed.

MONDAY BIBLE STUDY (ZOOM)
Monday mornings at 9:30 a.m., join us for the
“Cooperating with God” Zoom Bible Study based on
The Upper Room. Pastor Betty will send an email
with the Zoom invitation and information for you to
join the meeting. Upper Rooms are available on the
side porch of the church.

THURSDAY THOUGHTS
Each Thursday, HUMC provides a livestreamed devotional, Thursday Thoughts, at 11:00 a.m.

The Sunday Worship Service and the Thursday
Thoughts devotional can be found at the following links:

http://hillsboroumc.com/

Hillsboro UMC
5313 Old Hwy 96
Franklin, TN 37064

or

Text: 833-972-0540. Then type GIVE and the Amount.
The toll free number is only for HUMC. The first time
you will get a link to sign up. After that, just text “give”
and the amount you want to give.

https://www.facebook.com/LFHUMC/
or
https://hillsboro-umc.freeonlinechurch.com/

Hillsboro United Methodist Church Newsletter, August 2020—4

Worship in the Pavilion
After not being able to meet together on-campus since mid-March, HUMC finally was able to meet “in person” on
Sunday, July 12th. Worship was held in the Pavilion and also livestreamed for those choosing to worship from
home. Wearing masks and maintaining social distance were required. Here are some scenes from our Pavilion
Worship Services in July. (Photo credits and thanks to Cherry Lane Darken, Lori Grasso, and Betty Proctor)
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Stressed? Worried?
Once upon a time, a psychology professor walked around on a stage while teaching stress management principles to
an auditorium filled with students. As she raised a glass of water, everyone expected they’d be asked the typical
“glass half empty or glass half full” question. Instead, with a smile on her face, the
professor asked, “How heavy is this glass of water I’m holding?”
Students called out answers ranging from eight ounces to a couple pounds.

She replied, “From my perspective, the absolute weight of this glass doesn’t
matter. It all depends on how long I hold it. If I hold it for a minute or two, it’s fairly
light. If I hold it for an hour straight, its weight
might make my arm ache a little. If I hold it for a
day straight, my arm will likely cramp up and feel
completely numb and paralyzed, forcing me to
drop the glass to the floor. In each case, the weight
of the glass doesn’t change, but the longer I hold it,
the heavier it feels to me.”
As the class nodded their heads in agreement, she continued, “Your stresses and
worries in life are very much like this glass of water. Think about them for a while
and nothing happens. Think about them a bit longer and you begin to ache a little.
Think about them all day long, and you will feel completely numb and paralyzed – incapable of doing anything else
until you drop them.”
Lesson learned: Don’t hold onto stress, worry, and negative feelings. Let them go! In the Bible, God has this to tell us
about stress and worry:

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
~Philippians 4:6-7~

WORD SCRAMBLE
(Taken from the Bible Memory Verses on page 4)

DNIHED __ __ __ __ __ __

CRYME __ __ __ __ __

BUHLYM __ __ __ __ __ __

YSLTJU __ __ __ __ __ __

RATHE __ __ __ __ __

NATFI __ __ __ __ __

SAGEEL __ __ __ __ __ __

LORMAT __ __ __ __ __ __

WYRAE __ __ __ __ __

ELVO __ __ __ __

EHPO __ __ __ __

RIREEQU __ __ __ __ __ __
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