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Dear Hillsboro UMC,
It seems surreal that we are entering into another month of social distancing, but we are. Our bishop has instructed us to not
assemble for in-person worship through the month of May. My hope and prayer is that we can plan on being together on June
7th. Our trustees and worship team are in conversation and preparation for the details of this new schedule. Our plan is to be
able to have our initial worship services in the pavilion. We will continue to offer worship online so we can honor each other’s
individual needs and decisions regarding when to gather in person.
It’s been an honor to lead our church through this season as we continue to minister together in
the kingdom of God. I’ve learned that we are an agile church. We’ve continued to make disciples
of Jesus Christ through learning and worshipping together. Our modified worship team has maintained Sunday morning worship as well as a Thursday morning devotional time. Both are offered
live at 11 a.m. Our small groups have continued through email, phone calls, letters, and Zoom
meetings. We launched a new prayer study, “Cooperating with God”, where we learn the art of
prayer and nurture each other in a life of prayer. We are moving forward with VBS planning, making adjustments for new concerns, and holding all our plans gently as we don’t know what tomorrow will bring.
We have continued to be used by God to transform the world. Our church quickly embraced the
new opportunities of this season and has been part of a lifeline of ministry to local families, while
maintaining our commitment to Jellico and to the United Methodist ministries around the world. We have had to postpone our
upcoming mission trip to Alaska. The camp where we were planning to volunteer has decided to not receive campers this year,
but they are grateful to know we plan on being with them in 2021. We are learning how to celebrate together from a distance
and how to support each other through the difficulties of life.
My prayer throughout this season has been and continues to be first for protection, and then that God will plant seeds in us
now that will continue to bear fruit for many seasons to come. We have been able to continue to minister boldly for many reasons, including the faithful generosity of our congregation. We have been committed to a pattern of giving to the work of God
at Hillsboro UMC. This has empowered us to continue to move forward in our ministry needs. God continues to work in us and
through us.

Galatians was written to a church whose community was going through trials. They were dealing with fear and political instability and a culture that perceived their faith as irrelevant. Paul encourages them to remember who they are- whose they areinheritors of a gift of grace and a powerful Spirit-led life. “Let us not grow weary in doing good,” he writes, “for at the proper
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” Hillsboro, don’t give up. God is doing a new thing here and now, and we have
the beautiful opportunity to cooperate with the movement of the Holy Spirit in this place and this season. May this realization
guide us and give us strength. Thank you for your faithfulness to God’s work through us.
With love,
Pastor Betty
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HUMC’s Blessing Box is Blessing
8 Families in our Community
The HUMC Blessing Box has truly been a blessing. We have been helping eight local families by delivering a bag of groceries each week. Your Blessing
Box donations make all this possible.
At this time, I need to call upon you to help
restock the pantry again. We are in need of canned
vegetables, canned fruit, soups, pasta and pasta
sauce. Small bags of flour and sugar and any type of
muffin mix would also be nice. Canned preserves
would make a nice treat for these families. If you
would like to donate fresh items such as eggs, bread,
or baked goods please let me know and we can arrange a special drop off day.

In my short time as a member of HUMC I have
seen this church do some amazing mission work. The
Blessing Box offers us the chance to continue our mission in our own community. If you have any questions please contact me via email at: gpropheter@comcast.net

To provide as safe a space as
possible for everyone, Hillsboro
United Methodist Church is now a
peanut-free church!

HUMC Ladies’ Study Groups
There is a “round robin” email that has been going
around among the ladies in the Bible Study groups.
In the email, the women have shared what they’ve
experienced during the Covid-19 shutdown. If you
haven’t shared yet, please “reply all” so we can
keep in touch. Be sure to add any prayer requests
you have. This is a great way for us to keep up with
each other during this time.

Connect with the HUMC Directory
This pandemic/social distancing time is a great time to
connect with our HUMC family by using the HUMC Directory. This directory is in the form of an “app,” and
only those with an email in the directory can gain access to it. Once you have the app, you can locate other
church members’ phone numbers, email addresses, and
street addresses, or whatever the person has listed. If
you are not in the Directory, please contact Cherry Lane
Darken or Kristen Reed
(wdarken@bellsouth.net or kristentreed@gmail.com).
You can also be added to the church email group to receive communications from Pastor Betty, Kevin, or
Gladys. Take this opportunity to check on your HUMC
friends!

Thank you,
Glenda Propheter

Would you like to talk to Pastor Betty?
Would you like to request prayer for yourself or for
someone else?
Call, text, or email
Office 615/595-0155 – Cell 615/428-3053
pastor@hillsboroumc.com
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Youth and Children’s News
Dear Youth of HUMC,
I miss you! It feels like it has been forever since
we've been able to meet together for Youth Group
at church, and it really is true that "you don't know
what you’ve got until it's gone" because now that
we can't have youth group, I've realized just how
much it means to me. I've realized how much YOU
mean to me. Relationships are an important and
holy thing. Spending time with one another, connecting with and getting to know each other is a gift
from God - a very valuable gift! It helps us grow as
people, it shapes our character, and, of course, it's a lot of fun, too. And although this quarantine has
caused me to miss our time together, it has also taught me just how amazing it is when we can meet together, and, for that fresh perspective, I am thankful.
I trust that God is teaching you something through this season as well. Speaking of the importance of relationships, remember that God wants to be in relationship with us, and no quarantine or any other troubled time can keep us from Him. I want to share with you Psalm 16:11:
"You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy;
at your right hand are pleasures forevermore."
WOW! The Bible says that we can be filled with joy when we spend time with God! So I want to encourage
you to use some of your quarantine time to focus on God. I wonder what He might show you!
And also remember that there are still some ways to stay connected to the church during this time!


Virtual Jr. Youth Group meets on the Zoom
App on Wednesdays from 5-6pm.



Virtual Sr. Youth Group meets on the
Zoom App on Sundays from 5-6pm.



Email photos or videos of what you're up
to, and I'll post them to our Social Media.
(Email: youthministry@hillsboroumc.com)



Mail a letter to someone from our church!
(Ask me if you need addresses)

Stay tuned for more videos, crafts and other connection ideas from me in the coming weeks.
Thanks a million - see you soon!
Kevin
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Bible Memory Verses for May
We can always go to God with our
joys, triumphs, questions, sorrows, trials, and struggles.

Weekly Schedule
We have TWO weekly live streaming opportunities
for you to worship with our church family.

The Lord is near the brokenhearted; He saves those
crushed in spirit.
~Psalm 34:18~

And be sure of this: I am with you always,
even to the end of the age.
~Matthew 28:20~

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid.

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
The Sunday Worship Service is streamed live every
Sunday at 11:00 a.m.

~John 14:27~

THURSDAY THOUGHTS

Worship Team for Live Streaming Services

Each Thursday, HUMC provides a live streamed devotional, Thursday Thoughts, at 11:00 a.m.

Rev. Betty Proctor, Pastor
Kevin Keenan, Director, Children and Youth Ministries
Chris Davis, Piano and Vocals
Blake Fox, Technician
Gus Laux, Technician
K.C. Martin, Piano, Saxophone, and Vocals
Allan Waugh, Sound

Finance Committee Report
Hello and Thank You from the members of your Finance
Team. We have closed the books thru April and have collected $85,886.57 for the seventeen
weeks which gives us slightly over
5,000.00 per week in undesignated
funds for the period. You will remember that we set the benchmark of
$5,000.00 necessary weekly for our
operations. We have funds left over
since we did not incur expenses in some items for that period. Some of that excess has been spent on our parsonage to
complete items which has improved the space and its use.
Thank you again! I would so love to see each of you but am
so glad and grateful that your support is here for the ongoing expenses necessary to operate once we are fully operational again. God bless each of you!
Lucy Gibson, Chairman of Finance
Hillsboro United Methodist Church

Both the Sunday Worship Service and the Thursday Thoughts devotional can be found at the following links:
http://hillsboroumc.com/
or
https://www.facebook.com/LFHUMC/
or
https://hillsboro-umc.freeonlinechurch.com/

Ways to Give to Our Church
During this time of social distancing and isolation, the church continues to serve both our
members and the community. Here are ways
you can give in order to keep our church’s programs and missions strong:
Online: Go to http://hillsboroumc.com/give, and
then follow the directions.
Mail: You can mail a check to:
Hillsboro UMC
5313 Old Hwy 96
Franklin, TN 37064
Text: 833-972-0540. Then type GIVE and the
Amount. The toll free number is only for HUMC.
The first time you will get a link to sign up. After
that, just text “give” and the amount you want
to give.
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Monday Morning Bible Study on Prayer
Please join us Monday mornings (May 4, 11, and 18) on Zoom for a study on “Cooperating with God.” We
will use the booklet How To Pray by E. Stanley Jones. You can pick up a copy of the booklet, at your convenience, on the side porch of the church. Each one is in its own ziplock bag in a
basket. You can also download the book from Amazon to your Kindle. You can
join the study with or without the booklet, and you are not obligated to join the
Zoom meeting if you get a booklet.
Our prayer for this study is to plant seeds during this season that will benefit our
Christian walk for many seasons to come.
The Zoom meetings should last less than an hour. Look for an email from Pastor
Betty with the information on how to join the meeting. You are welcome to join
at any point during the five weeks. If you have not tried Zoom yet- this is a safe place to try it for the first
time. Click on the https link on Monday morning and it will ask you to download Zoom meeting, accept the
download, and it will take you to the meeting.

Community Care Fellowship
Our church has supported Community Care Fellowship (a facility and program to help the homeless
and those living in poverty in Nashville) for years
through monthly visits to serve lunch, through filling
“care bags” of food and health items, through
monthly donations, and through prayer. Troy
Waugh has headed our CCF efforts.

Troy reports that CCF will not be utilizing volunteers
in May, but they hope to bring them back in June.
Even then, the volunteers may be expected to follow certain guidelines, which are yet to be developed in Davidson County.

New Rug for Sanctuary
The electrical cords kept getting tangled and were
causing a tripping hazard for our musicians. The
worship committee recommended placing a rug
over the area. Be sure to look at the new Persian
rug donated in memory of Woody Darken. It was
purchased from Essy’s Rug Gallery and brings out
the colors of the stained glass windows. Essy says
that the rug will last HUMC 200 years!

CCF has received adequate funding from the PPP
(paycheck protection program) to pay their staff for
4 months. They are continuing to serve meals outside the facility and continue some of their programs via Zoom. They continue to wash clothing and
bring people in for showers and restroom needs a
few at a time. They’ve had some success in getting
some of their guests employment through their jewelry making, mowing and litter pick up job relationships. And their Celebrate Recovery classes are continuing via Zoom.
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HUMC Volunteers Make Masks
Our community was asked to make face masks for distribution through the Williamson County Emergency
Management Agency for essential non-medical personnel. Several HUMC and Hillsboro FCE members
joined efforts to sew the masks. Then we were asked by “The Fountains”, where Martha Killebrew lives, to
make masks for their caregivers. We also learned from Troy Waugh that Community Care Fellowship, a
program for the homeless in Nashville, could use some masks. The need for washable, reusable masks is
great, and several HUMC members have stepped up to meet that need! If you need a homemade cloth
mask, please let Cherry Lane Darken or Carol Johnston know. There will also be some available in a box on
the side porch of the church. Just stop by and take one.
Those who have been “sewing up a storm” include Cherry Lane Darken, Randy Ford, Caneta Hankins, Betty
Hughes, Carol Johnston, Laura Reinbold and her daughters.
As an alternative to handmade masks, DawnAnn Ritter of Moo Country has had her manufacturer make
masks, and she has offered to sell them to our church family for her cost. If you would like to purchase
some, please email her at dawnannritter@gmail.com. Thanks to DawnAnn for this offer.
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Congratulations to our Graduating Seniors!
Leah Blackwood - Home School
Leah, your high school graduation is finally here. You have
worked very hard to achieve success. We are amazed at
how motivated and focused you are with everything you
do. Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the plans I have for
you”, declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future.” We pray
that God will lead you in the direction He would have you
go. We love and support you.
Dad and Mom

Kayla Dakin - Independence High School
How is it possible that Kayla's years at Independence
High School are over? Seems like just the other day we
were sending her off to children's church with Mrs.
June, and now she will be spreading her wings as a
Hilltopper at Western Kentucky University. With plans
for a business degree in Marketing and concentration in
Social Media, we know great things lie ahead. We pray
you are blessed with adventure, travel, knowledge, and
joy on the wonderful journey ahead of you. We love
you!
Mom and Dad

Mattea Gernentz - Wheaton College in Chicago
We love you, Mattea, and are excited for you as you enter into your
next season of life.
Matthew 5:16 “Let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”
We would like to thank Hillsboro United Methodist Church for
providing love, support and encouragement via youth group activities and mission opportunities over the past 11 years.
Mom and Dad
(More graduates on next page)
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Congratulations to our Graduating Seniors!
Nick Hutson - Independence High School
Nick Hutson is the son of Paul and Lynne Hutson and older
brother to Cameron Hutson Junior. He will graduate from Independence High School in Thompson’s Station in Spring or
Summer 2020. Nick plans to go to Columbia State Community
College initially and major in Business and Marketing. During
high school, Nick was in the Marching and Concert Band,
playing saxophone. He likes working at California Pizza Kitchen, spending time with friends, and movies.

Lauren Jorgensen - Franklin Christian Academy
Wow the time is near! Lauren is graduating from Franklin Christian Academy. This year
has had an unique ending and uncertain path to graduation. However, we are thankful
for the continued online learning and proud of Lauren’s ability to adapt. She will miss
senior formal and possibly a traditional graduation ceremony, but we all have many joyful memories that will last a lifetime. Lauren was able to play basketball and win the conference championship two consecutive years. She also played volleyball and went to conference championship two consecutive years. We are so proud of Lauren and the young
lady she has become. This group of seniors will be remembered by all, as no one has
experienced a time like this.
Lauren keeps life interesting for all of us!! She will succeed at anything she chooses to
pursue. She is planning to attend MTSU this fall or next spring. We love you Lauren. Thanks to HUMC for supporting her youth years through a variety of experiences
and most of all for loving and caring for her.
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of
the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” Romans 15:13
Bill and Leigh

Kobe Kreid - Independence High School
Kobe has always been one of those kids that you just WANT to be around... It has
been one of the greatest treats of our lives to be his parents & get to be around
him A LOT! He brings a confident zest & an intelligent humor wherever he goes.
He’s a soft-hearted guy who is always on your side, always a friend. He’s got an
easy laugh & can hold a conversation with anyone, whether he actually knows
them or not. From little kids to those in The Greatest Generation, Kobe makes
each person feel seen & known. You’ve come a long way, kid, & we are so proud
of you! You keep us laughing; you keep us guessing, LOL, and you fill our hearts!
Congratulations on your high school graduation!
Kim and Brent
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