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Dear HUMC,
This season of physical distancing has made me even more aware of the spiritual blessing of our fellowship. I pray you have experienced this as well. We have simplified our lives, minimized our in-person contact, and received depth of connection through texts, calls, and online connections. Thank you for the
many ways you continue to participate. Thank you for the many ways you continue to support the mission
of Hillsboro as we continue to make disciples and transform the world.
Online ministry went from a dream to a reality. The blessing box went
from a dream to a reality. Connecting across generations went from a
dream to a reality as we continue to share videos and messages with
each other. There is still hardship in this season. We miss each other.
We miss other loved ones in our lives. We miss being able to move
freely and go to concerts and museums and plays and movies and restaurants and crowded spaces. In many ways, our awareness of maintaining space puts us in a position to appreciate the Easter story this
year in a way we’ve never been able to before.

The disciples were unsafe to be in their public spaces. They were distanced by fear for their safety. Jesus broke through—broke through
their fears, broke through death, broke through the walls that they hid
behind.
Please continue to keep your physical distance, but know that nothing
can distance us from the love of God in Jesus Christ. We are connected
in spirit and through many blessings of technology our ancestors could only dream of. We are God’s people, called to kingdom work in this place and this season. Thank you for staying in touch, for worshipping
together, for continuing in ministry together. I pray you experience joy in this season, and I look forward
to our being together in person again when our joy will be complete.
You are in my prayers. Please hold each other and the hurting world in your prayers. We particularly lift
up the many on the front lines of the fight for our health. May God anoint all with healing and discernment.
I’m grateful to serve with you.
Sincerely,
Pastor Betty
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HUMC’s Blessing Box

HUMC Ladies’ Study Groups

HUMC’s Blessing Box has
been built and installed on
the side porch of the church.
It is now filled to overflowing with canned goods, toiletry items, and other items
that people may need in this
time of quarantine and short
supplies. Everyone is invited
to leave donations, and if
you or someone you know is
on a tight budget or unable to get something you
need, please take what you need, and leave the rest
for others. The box is unlocked. God will guide us in
keeping it filled with
what will be needed.

We have taken a break from our “Set Apart” study
book for a while, but please keep your book nearby because we will start where we left off when we
meet again. We truly are set apart right now which
gives us time to think and pray!

After the Blessing Box
had been on the church
porch for only two days,
it was packed full.
Thank you for your generosity!

We are sending around a
“round robin” email communique to update each
group on our activities and
thoughts. It has been most
interesting! Please do not let the “thread” drop!
Add your story and “reply all” so we can keep in
touch. Be sure to add any prayer requests you
have.
I miss seeing you and look forward to our time together again!
Blessings,
Cherry Lane

Connect with the HUMC Directory

This pandemic/social distancing
time is a great time to connect with
our HUMC family by using the
HUMC Directory. This directory is in
the form of an “app,” and only
those with an email in the directory
Junior Youth Help with Tornado Relief
can gain access to it. Once you have
the app, you can locate other church members’ phone
On March 4th, the Junior Youth packaged hygiene supplies
numbers, email addresses, and street addresses, or
to be taken to Gordon Memorial and/or Braden Methodist
whatever the person has listed. If you are not in the
churches in Nashville for tornado victims. We are so grateDirectory, please contact Cherry Lane Darken or Kristen
ful for the giving hearts of our children and youth! Way to
Reed.
go, HUMC young people!
(wdarken@bellsouth.net or kristentreed@gmail.com).
You can also be added to the church email group to receive communications from Pastor Betty, Kevin, or
Gladys. Take this opportunity to check on your HUMC
friends!

Thanks to John Druse
for building the Blessing
Box for us!
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Youth and Children’s News
What a strange time! As I write this I am holed up inside my home, and I'm sure you are too. This Coronavirus situation is unlike anything we've experienced before and has presented new challenges for us as we
go about our daily lives and ministries. I know, though, we will get through this season, and I believe that
we will benefit from the experience in ways yet to be revealed.
With April comes the Easter season. And, unfortunately, because of the quarantine we will
not be able to meet together in person, but our
Adaptive Leadership Team is working on ways
that we will still make this Easter season special. This does mean that our annual Easter Egg
Hunt will be cancelled. However we hope to
hold a replacement event of some kind after
this quarantine is over. So stay tuned!
As I mentioned, we are figuring out how to do ministry and stay connected as a church during this unfamiliar season, and I want to invite you to join us in some of the ideas we're currently working on. Here are
some ways to stay connected!
1. Make sure to follow our church's Facebook page, Hillsboro UMC, Leipers Fork, and
our instagram @humc_leipersfork to see our posts, news and live services and
devotionals.
2. Keep making little videos! Videos about how you're staying busy, videos of
nature, videos of music, etc. You can email them to me at youthministry@hillsborumc.com, and I can send them to the whole congregation or post
them to our social media.

3. Draw or paint something! Especially kids! Draw a depiction of a Bible story or a nature scene.
Then send it to me, and I'll post it on our social media.
4. Start a journal! Journaling is a healthy activity that helps us stay balanced.
Keep up with the scriptures that Pastor Betty is preaching on and center your
journal on that. And if you are comfortable sharing any writing you have,
that would be really cool.
5. And make sure to check out the Zoom App. We've been using it for meetings,
and it is nice to just be able to see friendly faces. We're also using it for Youth
Group! So kids and teens, please download the app!
Again, it is a strange time in our lives, and we'll continue to figure out ways to make the best of it. Most of
all, God is faithful and Scripture teaches that God works for the good of those who love Him (Romans
8:28). So don't lose hope, trust in God that He will turn this time into something beautiful.
Kevin Keenan
youthministry@hillsboroumc.com, (320)444-5294
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Bible Memory Verses for April
As we go through difficult times in our
lives, we remember that God has promised to be with us through it all. Here
are three Bible verses that remind us
that God is always with us.

Weekly Schedule
All meetings are either rescheduled, cancelled, or
done via email, Zoom, or live streaming during this
quarantine and social distancing time.
We have TWO weekly live streaming opportunities
for you to worship with our church family.

He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you
will find refuge. His faithfulness will be your shield and
rampart. ~Psalm 91:4
So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I
am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. ~Isaiah 41:10~
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in
trouble. ~Psalm 46:1~

SUNDAYS
Sunday Worship Service is streamed live every Sunday at 11:00.

THURSDAYS
Each Thursday, Pastor Betty will provide a live
streamed devotional.

Staff and Worship Team
Rev. Betty Proctor, Pastor
Kevin Keenan, Director, Children and Youth Ministries
Gladys Johnson, Administrative Assistant
Charles Craig , Lay Leader
Lori Grasso, Worship Chair, Song Leader
Chris Davis, Piano
Caneta Hankins, Organ
Jenny Young, Cello
Bill Pope, Guitar, Song Leader
Randy & Cheryl Farrar, Contemplative Worship Team
Allan Waugh, Sound

Both the Sunday Worship Service and the Thursday Devotional can be found at the following
links:

Greeter and Usher Schedule

Even during this time of social distancing, the
church continues to serve both our members and
the community. Here are ways you can give in
order to keep our church’s programs and missions strong:

1st Sunday

Lenny
Grasso

Ron
Johnston

Blake
Fox

Jay
Rogers

2nd Sunday

David
Pittman

Roy Snow

David
McFadden

Brent
Kreid

3rd Sunday

Pete
Ciarleglio

J.T.
Hodges

Bob
Nicewarner

Jonathan
Hughes

4th Sunday

Curtis
Stewart

Kris
Gernentz

Paul
Hutson

Bill
Jorgensen

5th Sunday

Ron
Johnston

Jonathan
Hughes

Laura
Reinbold

Lenny
Grasso

(Communion)

http://hillsboroumc.com/
or
https://www.facebook.com/LFHUMC/
or
https://hillsboro-umc.freeonlinechurch.com/

Ways to Give to Our Church

Online: Go to http://hillsboroumc.com/give,
and then follow the directions.

Mail: You can mail a check to:
Hillsboro UMC
5313 Old Hwy 96
Franklin, TN 37064

Text: 833-972-0540. Then type GIVE and the

Amount. The toll free number is only for HUMC.
The first time you will get a link to sign up. After
that, just text “give” and the amount you want
to give.
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Spring is blooming at HUMC
Spring is beautiful this year at HUMC as flowers make their first appearances for the year!
Enjoy these photos

Williamson West Mission Team’s Prayer
The West Williamson
Mission Team works
to address local needs.
Some members of the
team wrote a prayer
that can be used within our congregation,
with prayer teams and small groups, and individually in whatever ways are helpful. Please join us in
praying this prayer for the work of this team.

Almighty God,
We come with gratitude for the connection
of the Williamson West Mission team. Anoint
us with unity, empower us with clarity, and
use us as vessels of your grace and love. In
Jesus' name. Amen.

If you miss church, you can listen to the sermon on the
church website: http://
hillsboroumc.com. You can also
make an offering or donation
to the church through the website.

Would you like to talk to Pastor Betty?
Would you like to request prayer for yourself or for
someone else?
Call, text, or email
Office 615/595-0155 – Cell 615/428-3053
pastor@hillsboroumc.com
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HUMC Responds to the Tornado Relief
When tornadoes ripped through parts of the Nashville area in early March, HUMC was right
there to send help.

A van was parked at Puckett’s for people
to fill with disaster relief goods. It was
filled in record time!

The trailer was about 1/2 full by Thursday afternoon—only two days after the
tornadoes struck.

Jack Williams’ horse trailer was next.
Our church and neighborhood
starting filling it.

By mid-day on Friday, the trailer was
filled to capacity. Jack and TJ drove it to
Cookville! Praise God!
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