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Notes from Pastor Betty
There are so many wonderful things happening at HUMC these days: two new study
groups, new ministries and opportunities, and a new worship service! Read more below:

Kairos
Kairos is a prison ministry that brings a weekend spiritual retreat inside the walls. It is
connected with the Emmaus and Cursillo communities. On September 27- September 30, I
will be serving on a walk in the Tennessee Prison for Women. You can participate by
covering the weekend in prayer or financially supporting the ministry. There is very
little we can bring in to the ladies in the form of gifts, but two things we are allowed
to bring are placemats - just regular sheets of paper colored with any message of
support on them that will be placed under their plate at meal time. We also make a
chain of love - a paper chain with messages of support that is used to decorate the
worship space. The chain pieces must be taped together and not stapled. If you or your small group would like to
participate in these forms of agape, please let me know. If you would be willing to donate to the ministry, please
just put a check in the offering plate with “Kairos” on the “for” line. I will be sending a link to sign up for prayer
commitments, but prayer is constantly needed - that hearts will be prepared, the ministry effective, and lives
healed.

The Gifts of Imperfection
A study group on the book The Gifts of Imperfection, by Brene’ Brown, will begin on Sunday, September
16. The study will run from 5-7 pm. and will meet at the parsonage, 4052 Old Hillsboro Rd. Children are
welcome, but please let us know ahead of time so we can be properly prepared to host. The group will
be facilitated by Kristy Robinson and Pastor Betty. Please let either of us know if we can expect you.
Copies of the book are available from most book purchasing stores or sites. Please let us know if you
have difficulty locating a copy. We anticipate this being an 11-week study. Read more on page 3.

Contemplative Worship Service
A contemplative service for Sunday mornings will begin September 2 from 9:00 to 9:45 a.m. This will be a slightly
shorter service. It will largely parallel the 11:00 worship service, but in a quieter tone. Music will be all acoustic. You
are invited to worship with us at this different time slot and encouraged to let others know about the opportunity.

Disciple 1 Bible Study
Charles Craig will lead a Disciple 1 Bible Study on Tuesday evenings, 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. beginning September
18th. Over the course of 34 weeks, Disciple 1 covers the entire Bible (both Old and New Testaments) from Creation
to the New Jerusalem. Read more about Disciple Bible Study on page 3.
I’m grateful for the opportunities the Lord is giving us to grow and serve. May our hearts and lives continue to be
nurtured and grown as kingdom people.
In Christ,
Pastor Betty
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Join one of our weekly
Bible Studies!
Our Bible study groups are open to anyone who
wants to come -- whether or not you have been to
a HUMC study before. Please join us on Mondays
at 9:30 a.m. or Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.
Calling all HUMC readers! September
book club is Thursday the 6th and 20th
at 9:30 a.m. We read a book every
month and gather together to discuss
over snacks and coffee. September’s
book is Once We Were Sisters by Sheila Kohler. It is a memoir
of the author’s relationship with her sister, growing up in
South Africa, and of her sister’s untimely death.

Nurture Committee Meeting
HUMC’s Nurture Committee will meet Monday, September 17th at 11:00 a.m. at the church.

Our next study will
begin the week of
September 17th when
we will start our study
of the book The Relationship Principles of Jesus by Tom Holladay. This
study is based on six foundational principles that
Jesus taught and lived that will equip you with insights and a practical path for fulfilling God’s intention for all your relationships – even the difficult
ones. Let Cherry Lane Darken know by September
1st if you would like a book. Book are approximately $13 each. However, don’t let the cost keep
you from coming. This is a good time for new and
returning folks to join us. Invite someone that you
think might enjoy our small group Bible studies.

On Friday, September 7th, The Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork
will serve lunch to the homeless at Community Care Fellowship
in Nashville. We will leave the church at 10:00 a.m. and return
around 1:00 p.m. We regularly meet each Friday morning at
Send a Card to Someone in Need
6:30 a.m. for prayer, fellowship, and study. All men of the
The Nurture team has set up a table in the back
church and community are welcome to join us.
corner of the fellowship hall with blank greeting
cards, the church directory, and
the prayer list. We encourage
Since we’ve spent the past few meetings working on service projects our church family to stop by the
for others and preparing for the Fall Festival, in September we will
table and write a card to sometreat ourselves to a relaxing brunch at The Picnic in Belle Meade. Eveone who could use a word of
rything there is made in their own kitchen “using the same ingredients our mothers and grandmothers use.” We will meet at the
encouragement. We will take
church on Wednesday, September 19th, at 9:30 a.m. for a brief devocare of postage.
tional, and then we will carpool to the restaurant for brunch. We
If you know of anyone in our church family who
should be back at the church by 1:00 p.m. The Picnic is located at
4320 Harding Pike, Nashville. If you haven’t attended a PEN Club
needs a little extra tending, please let the Nurture
meeting yet, this would be a wonderful opportunity for you to get to Team know. Email, Kristybrobinson@me.com or
know us!
call 615-397-1078.
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FALL FESTIVAL 2018
Our annual Fall Festival will be September 8th, from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. There will be barbecue (pork
or chicken) with all the fixin’s, a live auction, a silent auction, a country store, children’s activities, and
live music! Invite your friends, family, and neighbors. This is a
fun evening of food, music, and activities! Tickets are available
at the church or by calling the church.
This year we will have a kid’s shop where children can purchase
items from fifty cents to two dollars. Have your children or
grandchildren save up a few bucks, and come and visit the Fall
Festival. All proceeds from our kids’ store will go to our youth
group to help fund some of our exciting activities. Good fun—
good cause!
Are you an artist? Do you do woodworking, glasswork or other
handiwork? Do you have a hobby or talent that you could share with others? Lessons make a great auction item. Paintings and hand-work of all kinds usually do well in the auctions. We are looking for donations for both the live and the silent auctions, along with items for the country store. Country store items
can be home-canned goods, craft items, home-grown or home-baked items.
There is a sign-up sheet available in the sanctuary for the food to go with the barbecue and also for workers to help before, during, and after the Fall Festival. Everyone is needed to make this another successful
Festival. Let’s make this the best Fall Festival ever!

New Women’s Study

Disciple 1 Bible Study
We are so excited to be able to offer the Disciple 1
Bible Study on Tuesday evenings beginning September 18th, from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. Charles Craig
will be facilitating the study.
DISCIPLE is a program of
disciplined Bible study
aimed at developing
strong Christian leaders.
The study gives the Old
and New Testaments equal time, emphasizing the
wholeness of the Bible as a revelation of God. DISCIPLE draws upon the work of scholars, the personal Bible reading and study of the participant, and
dynamic group discussion to aid understanding of
the Bible.

We will start a women’s study group that will last eleven
weeks, starting Sunday, September 16th at 5:00 p.m. at the
parsonage. We will be reading Brene’ Brown’s book, The Gifts
of Imperfection: Let Go of Who You Think You’re Supposed to
be and Embrace Who You Are. The premise of the book and
our discussion is that letting go of our need for perfection is
the key to living in a more authentic way. It is essential that
we learn how to care for ourselves by cultivating self love.
Here’s the Amazon blurb for the book: “Each day we face a
barrage of images and messages from society and the media
telling us who, what, and how we should be. We are led to
believe that if we could only look perfect and lead perfect lives,
we’d no longer feel inadequate. So most of us perform, please,
and perfect, all the while thinking, “What if I can’t keep all of
these balls in the air? Why isn’t everyone else working harder
and living up to my expectations? What will people think if I
fail or give up? When can I stop proving myself? Brown engages our minds, hearts, and spirits as she explores how we can
cultivate courage, compassion, and connection.”
If you would like more information, text or call Kristy Robinson
at 615-397-1078
3

Everything I need to know, I learned from
Noah's Ark
ONE: Don't miss
the boat.
TWO: Remember
that we are all in
the same boat.
THREE: Plan
ahead. It wasn't
raining when Noah built the Ark.
FOUR: Stay fit.
When you're old, someone may ask you to do something
really big.
FIVE: Don't listen to critics; just get on with the job that
needs to be done.
SIX: Build your future on high ground.
SEVEN: For safety's sake, travel in pairs.
EIGHT: Speed isn't always an advantage. The snails were on
board with the cheetahs.
NINE: When you're stressed, float awhile.
TEN: Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic
by professionals.

1—Lisa Gernentz

18—Harrison Prince

2—Bruce McCaskill

19—Barry Coburn

6—Sarah Weaver

21—Carol Fager

11—Greg Bolan

22—Greta Givens

11—Phil Watson

26—Kenne Herman

12—Kathryn Rogers

28—Tina Blackwood

15—Caeden Pope
17—Curtis Stewart
18—Ella Peacock

A Prayer Upon Waking
Dear God, so far today, I've done all
right. I have not gossiped, and I have
not lost my temper. I haven't been
grumpy, nasty or selfish, and I'm really
glad of that! But in a few minutes, God,
I'm going to get out of bed, and from
then on, I'm probably going to need a
lot of help. Thank you! Amen.

If you miss church, you
can listen to the sermon
on the church website:
http://hillsboroumc.com.
You can also make an
offering or donation to
the church through the
website.

TRUSTEES MEETING
The Trustees will
meet on Monday, September
17th at 6:30 p.m.
at the church.

Would you like to talk to Pastor Betty?
Would you like to request prayer for yourself or for someone that you know?
Call, text, or email
Office 615/595-0155 – Cell 615/428-3053
pastor@hillsboroumc.com
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Bible Memory Verses for September
Since 1986, International Literacy Day has been
celebrated on September 8th each year. Reading the Bible is an important part of being literate. James Merritt said, “The primary purpose
of reading the Bible is not to know the Bible but
to know God.” Our memory verses this month
are about the word of God.

Weekly Schedule
All meetings/groups take place at the church unless
otherwise stated

Sundays
9:00—9:45 a.m. Contemplative Worship Service
10:00 a.m.—Sunday School
11:00 a.m.—Worship Service
11:00 a.m.—Children’s Church
5:00—7:00 p.m.— Senior Youth Group
5:00—7:00 p.m.—Women’s Study (beginning Sept. 16) at the

The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of
our God endures forever.
~Isaiah 40:8~
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

Parsonage

6:00—7:00 p.m.—Leip for Joy Gospel Hour at Puckett’s in
Leiper’s Fork

~Psalm 119:105~

Mondays

Staff and Worship Team

9:30-11:00 a.m.—Bible Study (no meeting on Labor Day—
September 3rd)
6:00 p.m.—Cub Scouts

Rev. Betty Proctor-Bjorgo, Pastor
Kevin Keenan, Director, Children and Youth Ministries
Gladys Johnson, Administrative Assistant
June Johnson, Children’s Church
Kevin Dakin, Lay Leader
Lori Grasso, Worship Chair
Chris Davis, Piano
Caneta Hankins, Organ
Bill Pope, Song Leader, Guitar
Jay Rogers, Sound

Tuesdays
6:30—9:00 p.m. Disciple 1 Bible Study (Begins Sept. 18th)

Wednesdays
6:00—7:30 p.m.—Elementary Youth
6:00—7:30 p.m.—Bible Study

Fridays
6:30 a.m.—Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork

Greeter and Usher Schedule
1st Sunday
(Communion)

Troy
Waugh

Ron
Johnston

2nd Sunday

Lenny
Grasso

Roy Snow

3rd Sunday

Pete
Ciarleglio

4th Sunday

Karl
Kendrick

5th Sunday

Scott
Robinson

Karl
Kendrick

Special Dates in September 2018

Curtis
Stewart

Scott
Robinson

Tony Jones

Tony Jones

Kevin
Dakin

Jonathan
Hughes

Kris
Gernentz

Addam
Arrington

Bill
Jorgensen

Jonathan
Hughes

Ron
Johnston

Kris
Gernentz
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•
•

Thursdays, September 6th and 20th—9:30 a.m. Book Club

•

Saturday, September 8th—HUMC’s annual FALL FESTIVAL.
4:30—7:30 p.m. (see front page for details)

•

Sunday, September 9th—Lunch after church to finish off the
food from the Fall Festival

•

Sunday, Sept. 16th, 5:00-7:00 p.m. Women’s study group
begins—at the parsonage

•
•
•

Monday, Sept. 17th, 11:00 a.m. Nurture Committee Meeting

•

Wednesday, September 19th, 9:30 a.m. PEN Club

Friday, September 7th, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Praying Men
of Leiper’s Fork serve lunch at Community Cares Fellowship
in Nashville

Monday, Sept. 17th, 6:30 p.m. Trustees meeting
Tuesday, Sept. 18th, 6:30—9:00 p.m. Disciple 1 Bible Study
begins

Recap of the PEN CLUB’s August Meeting
The PEN CLUB (Pray-Explore-Nourish) had a great time getting our hands dirty at our August meeting. We re-potted many
cuttings and plants to add to the Country Store at the Fall Festival. When you’re at the Fall Festival, stop by the Country Store
to get plenty of canned goods (many were award winners at the Williamson County Fair!), baked goods, gifts, craft items—and
beautiful plants for your home and yard. Each plant was lovingly grown and potted by PEN Club members. Everyone is welcome
to join this fun-loving group!

Amazing Grace—the Story Behind the Hymn
It’s hard to shake off a mother’s influence. John Newton’s earliest memories were of his godly mother who, despite fragile
health, devoted herself to nurturing his soul. At her knee he memorized Bible passages and hymns. Though she died when he
was about seven, he later recalled her tearful prayers for him.
After her death, John alternated between boarding school and the high seas, wanting to
live a good life but nonetheless falling deeper and deeper into sin. Pressed into service
with the British Navy, he deserted, was captured, and after two days of suspense, was
flogged. His subsequent thoughts vacillated between murder and suicide. “I was capable
of anything,” he recalled.
More voyages, dangers, toils, and snares followed. It was a life unrivaled in fiction. Then,
on the night of March 9, 1748, John, 23, was jolted awake by a brutal storm that descended too suddenly for the crew to foresee. The next day, in great peril, he cried to the Lord. He later wrote, “That tenth of March
is a day much remembered by me; and I have never suffered it to pass unnoticed since the year 1748—the Lord came from on
high and delivered me out of deep waters.”

The next several years saw slow, halting spiritual growth in John, but in the end he became one of the most powerful evangelical preachers in British history, a powerful foe of slavery, and the author of hundreds of hymns.
Here are some things you may not know about Newton’s most famous hymn. His title for it wasn’t originally “Amazing Grace”
but “Faith’s Review and Expectation.” It is based on Newton’s study of 1 Chronicles 17:16-17 . . . . And here’s a nearly forgotten
verse that Newton added near the end of “Amazing Grace.” Try singing it for yourself:
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, the sun forbear to shine; But God, Who called me here below, shall be forever mine.”
~From Then Sings My Soul by Robert J. Morgan~
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