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Notes from Pastor Betty
“For everything there is a season…” Ecclesiastes 3:1
I’m grateful to be entering into a new season together- of cooler weather and shifting focus. We have a vibrant life of small groups at Hillsboro. If you are not involved
in a small group, please prayerfully consider joining one or let me know if you would
like help starting one. John Wesley taught Methodists to form bands and have band
meetings of 3-5 believers centered around the following questions:
1. How is it with your soul?
2. What are your struggles and successes?
3. Any sin to confess?
4. Anything you want to keep secret?
5. How might the Holy Spirit be speaking and moving in your life?
For many of us, it takes a while for self-awareness and trust to build to move us past question 1. It’s ok to start
slow, but start. Paul reminds us in I Corinthians 13:12 that we are fully known. Our small groups are invited to incorporate elements of the discipleship band into their meetings, and discipleship bands are invited to be born.
October will be a season of preparation for us as a church as we get ready for charge conference on November 4,
when we meet with our district leadership and share what has been going on at Hillsboro. I will be completing my
paperwork for ordination and would appreciate your prayers and patience as I work through those assignments.
I’m grateful we are able to offer two worship services now. The contemplative service parallels the 11 o’clock service. Our scripture and sermon are the same, and typically the songs are as well. The 9 o’clock service opens with a
3-minute period of silence and incorporates a time of prayers of the people. Communion is offered weekly.
I pray we are each able to find ways to connect with our church family and grow in our faith- in this and every season.
Many blessings to you and yours,
Pastor Betty

A Change of Perspective
Try an experiment. When you think or talk about what you have
to do each day, substitute the word GET instead of HAVE. Examples: I GET to go to the dentist (because good dental care is available to me). I GET to do the laundry (because I have clothes to
wear and machines that will wash and dry them for me). I GET to
go to work (because I have a job that provides the money to support my family). Changing one simple word can often change
your perspective and make a positive difference!
1

Join one of our weekly
Bible Studies!
The book club will discuss Being Mortal by Atul
Gawande on Thursday, October 4th and Thursday, October 18th from 9:30-11:00 a.m.

The 9:30 a.m. Monday Bible Study and
the 6:00 p.m. WednesEveryone is encouraged to attend—especially if day Bible Study Groups
you have had experience in the health care sys- are beginning a new
tem around end of life care for a friend or family study on The Relationship Principles of Jesus by
Tom Holladay. This study will bring new health
member. Contact Kristy Robinson for more inand depth to the relationformation: Kristybrobinson@me.com or call 615-397-1078.
ships in your life including
family, church, community,
and work. You will explore
The Nurture Team will meet on Monday, October 8th at
the relationships Jesus mod11:00 a.m. at the church.
eled for us throughout His
life. All of the parents of the
Wednesday Junior Youth
group are especially invited
to join since the youth group
The Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork meet each Friday morning at and the Bible Study occur at the same time. Each
6:30 a.m. for prayer, fellowship, and study. All men of the
of these Bible study groups provides a snack meal,
church and community are welcome to join us.
prayer time, and group study. Come if you can.

Nurture Team Meeting

On Friday, October 5th, The Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork will
serve lunch to the homeless at Community Care Fellowship in
Nashville. We will leave the church at 10:00 a.m. and return
around 1:30 p.m. Please let Troy Waugh know if you can serve:
troywaugh@gmail.com or 615-476-4784.

Send a Card to Someone in Need
The Nurture team has set up a table in the back
corner of the fellowship hall with blank greeting
The PEN Club enjoyed a delicious brunch at
The Picnic Café in Belle Meade at our Sepcards, the church directory, and
tember meeting. Our next meeting is
the prayer list. We encourage
Wednesday, October 10th at 9:30 a.m. at the our church family to stop by the
church. We will be making protestant
table and write a card to some“prayer beads.” Prayer beads provide a
one who could use a word of
framework or structure for prayer—helping
encouragement. We will take
us stay focused. All materials will be provided, and step-by-step incare of postage.
structions will be given. Each person will make a set of prayer beads
to keep, if you wish, and we will make some for our church’s outreach If you know of anyone in our church family who
needs a little extra tending, please let the Nurture
ministry. One of our Bible study groups made prayer beads a few
Team know. Email, Kristybrobinson@me.com or
years ago, and we felt that now would be a good time to make them
again. Please come and join us!
call 615-397-1078.
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Weekly Bible Studies Offer
Spiritual, Emotional, Social Support
Our Bible study groups not only study the Bible, but pray for the
church, for each other, and for anyone undergoing illness or difficulties. They sometimes work on projects, such as the
“encouragement chain” in this photograph where Gladys Johnson, Betty Hughes, Michelle Clark, Cheryl Farrar, Felicia O’Byrne,
and Jacqui Dakin hold the encouragement chain they made for
Pastor Betty’s Kairos Walk. Cherry Lane Darken took the photograph. This is just one example of the support that the Bible Study
groups provide. We encourage you to join one of our Bible study
groups to strengthen your spiritual walk, grow closer to your fellow Christians, to support each other, and to serve others.

Youth Information and News
October 6—7: Cedar Crest Camp Fall Retreat for students in grades 6
through 9.
October 20—21: Cedar Crest Camp Fall Retreat for those in grades 3
though 5.
Wednesday, October 31st (Halloween), 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Halloween
Pavilion Party. Trick or Treaters welcome!
For more information or to ask questions, contact Kevin Keenan at youthministry@hillsboroumc, or (320)444-5294.

Fall Weiner Roast
and Bonfire

Men’s Retreat
There will be a Men’s Retreat on Saturday October
27th. This event will be at
the Nashville Gun Club
where the men of HUMC
will enjoy a day of shooting
sporting clays and enjoying
some Christian fellowship. The event will begin at
10:30 a.m. For additional information, contact Kevin Dakin 615-585-8697.

On October 21st, our church
will gather at the home of
Cheryl and Randy Farrar,
3743 Bear Creek Road, for our annual Weiner Roast,
Bonfire, and Covered Dish event. For the past 35 years,
the Hughes have hosted this event. This year, however,
they have passed the honors to the Farrars. More details
will be available at church and via email as we get closer
to the date. This is always an enjoyable evening with our
church family.

Would you like to talk to Pastor Betty?
Would you like to request prayer for yourself or for someone
that you know?
Call, text, or email
Office 615/595-0155 – Cell 615/428-3053
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Bible Memory Verses for October

Weekly Schedule

The 4th Saturday in October each year
(October 27th this year) is “Make a
Difference Day.” You could help out a
nonprofit organization, a nursing home,
a church, a food kitchen . . . . The possibilities are endless. You can share what
you do with others, or you can make it a secret good deed. What
matters is that you do something. Here are two Bible verses to
encourage you in making a difference.

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved,
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. ~Colossians 3:12~
Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill
the law of Christ. ~Galatians 6:2~

(Communion)

2nd Sunday

Lenny
Grasso

Roy Snow

Blake Fox

Scott
Robinson

Mondays
9:30-11:00 a.m.—Bible Study
6:00 p.m.—Cub Scouts

Wednesdays
6:00—7:30 p.m.—Elementary Youth
6:00—7:30 p.m.—Bible Study

Fridays
6:30 a.m.—Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork

Greeter and Usher Schedule
Ron
Johnston

9:00—9:45 a.m. Contemplative Worship Service
10:00 a.m.—Sunday School
11:00 a.m.—Worship Service
11:00 a.m.—Children’s Church
5:00—7:00 p.m.— Senior Youth Group
5:00—7:00 p.m.—Women’s Study (in rec center)
6:00—7:00 p.m.—Leip for Joy Gospel Hour at Puckett’s in Leiper’s Fork

6:30—8:30 p.m. Disciple 1 Bible Study

Rev. Betty Proctor-Bjorgo, Pastor
Kevin Keenan, Director, Children and Youth Ministries
Gladys Johnson, Administrative Assistant
June Johnson, Children’s Church
Kevin Dakin, Lay Leader
Lori Grasso, Worship Chair
Chris Davis, Piano
Caneta Hankins, Organ
Bill Pope, Song Leader, Guitar
Jay Rogers, Sound

Troy
Waugh

Sundays

Tuesdays

Staff and Worship Team

1st Sunday

All meetings/groups take place at the church unless
otherwise stated

Curtis
Stewart

Tony Jones

2—Haley Johnston

15—Kevin Keenan

4—Pete Ciarleglio

16—Richard Starkey

5—Susan Watson

20—Vick Hood

6—Addam Arrington

21—Terry Blackwood

7—Bronwen Pope

27—David Schumaker

8—Tony Jones
3rd Sunday

Pete
Ciarleglio

Tony Jones

Kevin
Dakin

Jonathan
Hughes

4th Sunday

Curtis
Stewart

Kris
Gernentz

Ron
Johnston

Bill
Jorgensen

5th Sunday

Scott
Robinson

Jonathan
Hughes

Troy
Waugh

Kris
Gernentz
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13—Bill Pope
14—Renee Armand

If you miss church, you can listen
to the sermon on the church
website: http://
hillsboroumc.com. You can also
make an offering or donation to
the church through the website.

A Prayer for Autumn Days
By Joyce Rupp
God of the seasons,
there is a time for everything;
there is a time for dying and a time for rising.
We need courage to enter into
the transformation process.

Charge Conference Scheduled

God of autumn,
the trees are saying goodbye to their green,
letting go of what has been.
We, too, have our moments of surrender,
with all their insecurity and risk.
Help us to let go when we need to do so.

There will be a Charge Conference on November 4th at 4:00
p.m. at Bethlehem UMC. We are asked to arrive 15 minutes
prior to the meeting, but will only need to attend the
meeting for our own church
which should last about 30
minutes. Two questions will
be asked: (1) How are you
seeing all the people in your
community? And (2) If you
have several new people
show up at your church, how would you handle it? Do you
have a plan in place to help people connect to Jesus in faith
and grow into committed disciples who pray, are present,
give, serve, and witness?

God of fallen leaves
lying in colored patterns on the ground,
our lives have their own patterns.
As we see the patterns of our own growth,
may we learn from them.
God of misty days and harvest moon nights,
there is always the dimension of mystery
and wonder in our lives.
We always need to recognize your power-filled presence.
May we gain strength from this.
God of harvest wagons and fields of ripened grain,
many gifts of growth lie within the season of our surrender.
We must wait for harvest in faith and hope.
Grant us patience when we do not see the blessings.
God of geese going south
for another season, your wisdom enables us
to know what needs to be left behind
and what needs to be carried into the future.
We yearn for insight and vision.
God of flowers
touched with frost and windows wearing white designs,
may your love keep our hearts
from growing cold in the empty seasons.
God of life,
you believe in us, you enrich us,
you entrust us with the freedom to choose life.
For all this, we are grateful.
Amen.

New Design on the Drawing Board
At the last Trustees meeting, a new landscape design for the church
property was presented. This is a “work in progress.” Curtis Stewart,
who is a landscape architect, is giving leadership to this project. The
initial design is on the bulletin board by the back door of the fellowship
hall. Take a look at it, and feel free to make suggestions. There will be
opportunities for “adopting” trees, shrubs, gardens, or other spaces.
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