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A Note from Pastor Betty
We are entering into a season of waiting—“Advent” from the Latin for “coming.” In the season
of Advent we intentionally wait for the presence of God to be fully known, to experience again
the miracle of the incarnate God—the one who became flesh and dwelt among us. This is a season when we are easily distracted, and we are called to be reminders to each other to wait, to
be in peace, to know that we serve the God who is present.
Our Sunday school class will be studying a four week Advent series focusing on
the experience of Joseph in the Christmas story. You are invited to join us for the
study. It will have components for all ages. The youth will watch the videos with
us, and then we will break into discussion groups. Hear the story in a new way.
Sunday school is at 10 o’clock Sunday mornings. Contemplative worship is at 9:00
and traditional worship at 11:00.
I’m grateful to serve a church that intentionally serves together. We’ve been
blessed to bless Jellico and will have several opportunities to share Christ’s love in the community this Advent season. Join us
at the Christmas parade, donate $100 Kroger gift cards for the community Christmas baskets, visit a shut-in or neighbor, and
come together to worship again as shepherds in a stable that learned the faithfulness of God.
“They who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be
weary, they shall walk and not be faint.” Isaiah 40:31
May we each have the courage to wait for that which only God can do.
Many blessings,
Pastor Betty

Leiper’s Fork
Christmas Parade

Important December Dates
Saturday, December 1st, 9:00—Decorate the Church

The Leiper’s Fork Christmas Parade
will be on Saturday, Dec 8th at 2:00
p.m. We will have cookies, hot chocolate, and hot cider afterwards in the
Pavilion for the church and community. Invite your friends. As we get closer to the date, look for information
on volunteering to help with our
church float and for opportunities to
provide cookies for after the parade.

Saturday, December 8th, Leiper’s Fork Christmas
Parade. Parade starts at 2:00 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 16th, Children’s Christmas Program
during the 11:00 Worship Service. Potluck meal
following church.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services, Monday, Dec.
24th, 7:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. for the church and
community
1

Don’t Let The Lights Go Out!
One of my favorite things about this time of the year is experiencing the beauty of Christmas lights. Ordinarily only dimly lit by
dull street lamps, towns are now awash in brilliant displays of holiday
cheer. They are so much more joyful than the rest of the year!
Eventually, however, those lights will be taken down, packed
up, and put away again until next December. One of my least favorite
times of the year is when those lights—and the accompanying joyful
attitudes—are hidden for 11 months. Too bad! Wouldn’t it be great if
they stuck around all year long!
Even more sadly, some Christians only let their lights shine during
special occasions. Currently there is a
surging wave of good will toward our
fellowman as we all seek to do something good for those in need. But what
if we didn’t just drag our Christian lights out only for holidays?
Jesus told His disciples that they were the light of the world
(Matt. 5:14). Accordingly, He told them, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father
in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).
Certainly we should do all the good we can during the holiday season, but let’s refrain from packing up our Christian lights and
putting them away for the rest of the year. The world needs the light
of the church and God’s word shining in the darkness! Will you be a
light for Christ 365 days in the coming year?
~Matt Clifton, Bulletin Digest~

Join one of our weekly
Bible Studies!
The 9:30 a.m. Monday Bible Study and
the 6:00 p.m. Wednesday Bible Study Groups
are continuing to
study The Relationship Principles of Jesus by Tom
Holladay. This study explores the relationships
Jesus modeled for us throughout
His life. All of the parents of the
Wednesday Junior Youth group are
especially invited to join since the
youth group and the Bible Study
occur at the same time. Each of
these Bible study groups provides a
snack meal, prayer time, and group study. Everyone is welcome!

The Tuesday evening Discipleship 1 Group meets
from 6:00—8:30 p.m. each Tuesday evening at the
church.
The Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork meet each Friday morning at 6:30
a.m. for prayer, fellowship, and study. All men of the church and
community are welcome to join us.
On Friday, December 7th, The Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork will serve
lunch to the homeless at Community Care Fellowship in Nashville.
We will leave the church at 10:00 a.m. and return around 1:30 p.m.
Please let Troy Waugh know if you can serve: troywaugh@gmail.com
or 615-476-4784.

The women’s group discussing Brene’ Brown’s
book, Gifts of Imperfection, meets on Sunday evenings, 5:00—7:00 p.m., at the Rec Center next to
the church.

HUMC Book Club
The PEN Club (Pray, Explore, Nourish) will meet on Wednesday, December 12th, at 9:30 a.m. at Carol Johnston’s home—3304 Carl Road.
We will have a Christmas brunch. Carol will have Dixie Eggs and biscuits. You can bring a side dish to share. Everyone is asked to invite a
friend to the brunch. Our goal for this meeting is to simply visit and
get to know each other better. If you haven’t attended a PEN Club
meeting yet, this would be the perfect opportunity to get to know
others in an informal, social setting. Call or email Carol (615-2940454, csj849@gmail.com) for more information or to let her know
you’ll be there.
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The HUMC Book Club will meet on Thursday, December 13th at 9:30 a.m.
at the church. This month
we’re reading Too Soon
Old, Too Late Smart by
Gordon Livingston. All are
invited to join the group.

Youth Information and News
•

Upcoming: Warmth in Winter will be February 1-3, 2019.
Mark that on your calendars!

•

Parents and others—please
sign up to help out with a youth
meal—the sign up sheet is on the church website.

•

•

Sunday, Dec 2 - Youth group will be held at the Dakin's house where we will help with building the
float for the Leiper's Fork Christmas Parade
Saturday, Dec 8 - Leiper's Fork Christmas Parade.
Parade begins at 2 p.m. Meet at church at 11:30
a.m. to get ready

•

Sunday, Dec 16 - Children's Christmas program during morning service. Also for youth group that evening, we will be going Christmas caroling

•

Friday, Dec 21 - Christmas Party and Lock-In for Senior Youth. More details to come, however there will
definitely be an ugly Christmas sweater contest as
well as a white elephant gift exchange!

•

For more information or to ask questions, contact
Kevin Keenan at youthministry@hillsboroumc.com,
or (320)444-5294.

PEN Club Fills Bags for the Homeless
At their November
meeting, The PEN
(Pray-Explore-Nourish)
Club filled “hygiene
bags” and “food bags”
for the people served
by Community Care
Fellowship in Nashville. They completed
17 hygiene bags and
11 food bags. With the generous monetary donations
made, they will purchase additional items to complete many more
bags. These bags are an ongoing
project for the PEN Club. There is a
box in the Fellowship Hall where
you can place donations of items
such as travel size soaps, shampoos, deodorant, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, snacks, individual
bottles/boxes/cans of juice, etc.

Send a Card to Someone in Need
The Nurture Team has set up a table in the
back corner of the fellowship hall with blank
greeting cards, the church directory, and the
prayer list. We encourage our church family
to stop by the table and write a card to someone who could use a word of encouragement. We will take care of postage. If you know of anyone in
our church family who needs a little extra tending, please let
the Nurture Team know by emailing or calling Kristy Robinson
- Kristybrobinson@me.com, 615-397-1078.
Would you like to talk to Pastor Betty?
Would you like to request prayer for yourself or for someone
that you know?

If you miss church, you can listen to
the sermon on the church website:
http://hillsboroumc.com. You can
sign up for youth meals, and you can
also make an offering or donation to
the church through the website.

Call, text, or email
Office 615/595-0155 – Cell 615/428-3053
pastor@hillsboroumc.com
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Bible Memory Verses for December

Weekly Schedule

For December, we are highlighting two
verses about Jesus’ birth. As you read
and practice to memorize these verses,
reflect on the past year and the ways
you experienced God’s mercy and love.
How has Jesus changed your life this
year? How has he helped you? Here are this month’s verses:
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government
will be on His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
~Isaiah 9:6~
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
~John 3:16~

(Communion)

2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday

4th Sunday

5th Sunday

Lenny
Grasso

Roy Snow

Pete
Ciarleglio

Tony Jones

Curtis
Stewart
Scott
Robinson

Blake Fox

Scott
Robinson

Mondays
9:30-11:00 a.m.—Bible Study
6:00 p.m.—Cub Scouts

Wednesdays
6:00—7:30 p.m.—Elementary Youth
6:00—7:30 p.m.—Bible Study

Fridays
6:30 a.m.—Praying Men of Leiper’s Fork

Greeter and Usher Schedule
Ron
Johnston

9:00—9:45 a.m. Contemplative Worship Service
10:00 a.m.—Sunday School
11:00 a.m.—Worship Service
11:00 a.m.—Children’s Church
5:00—7:00 p.m.— Senior Youth Group
5:00—7:00 p.m.—Women’s Study (in rec center)
6:00—7:00 p.m.—Leip for Joy Gospel Hour at Puckett’s in Leiper’s Fork

6:00—8:30 p.m. Disciple 1 Bible Study

Rev. Betty Proctor-Bjorgo, Pastor
Kevin Keenan, Director, Children and Youth Ministries
Gladys Johnson, Administrative Assistant
June Johnson, Children’s Church
Kevin Dakin, Lay Leader
Lori Grasso, Worship Chair
Chris Davis, Piano
Caneta Hankins, Organ
Bill Pope, Song Leader, Guitar
Jay Rogers, Sound

Troy
Waugh

Sundays

Tuesdays

Staff and Worship Team

1st Sunday

All meetings/groups take place at the church unless
otherwise stated

Curtis
Stewart

Tony Jones

1—Sally Rogers

20—T.J. Williams

2—Paul Hutson

22—Gray Alexander Hall

2—Gladys Johnson

23—Kayla Dakin

3—Eve Burrus

26—Vic White

4—Leland Van Horn

26—Jack Williams

11—John Michael Hall, Jr.

27—Lisa Boyer

27—David O’Byrne

Kevin
Dakin

Jonathan
Hughes

12—Reggie Young

Kris
Gernentz

Ron
Johnston

Bill
Jorgensen

13—Betty Proctor-Bjorgo

Jonathan
Hughes

Troy
Waugh

Kris
Gernentz

19—Tim Richards
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13—James Hicks

15—Stephanie Nelson

20—Caleb Dewitt

